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faith, could do to render any one an object of in- | till his father took him to Paris, at the time of the 
signing of the treaty of peace in 1783. 
time till 1785, he was with his father in England, 


terest, respect, and admiration, they had done for 
this distinguished person; and interest, respect, 
and admiration are but feeble terms to express the 
feelings with which the members of this House 
and the people of the country have long regarded 
im. 
’ After a life of eighty years, devoted from its 
earliest maturity to the public service, he has at 
length gone to his rest. He has been privileged to 
die at his post; to fall while in the discharge of his 
duties; to expire beneath the roof of the Capitol; 
and to have his last scene associated forever in his- 


tory with the birthday of that illustrious Patriot, | 


whose just discernment brought him first into the 
service of his country. 

The close of such a life, under such circumstan- 
ces, is not an event for unmingled emotions. We 
cannot find it in our hearts to regret, that he has died 
as he has died. He himself could have desired 
nootherend. ‘This is the end of earth,’ were 
his last words, uttered on the day on which he fell. 
But we might almost hear him exclaiming, as he 
left us—in a language hardly less familiar to him 
than his native tongue—* Hoe est, nimirum, magis 
feliciter de vita migrare, quam mori.”’ 

It is for others to suggest what honors shall be 
paid to his memory. No acts of ours are neces- 
sary to his fame. But it may be due to ourselves 
and to the country, that the national sense of his 
character and services should be fitly commemo- 
rated. 

When the Speaker concluded— 

Mr. HUDSON, of Massachusetts, rose and ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: | rise, with no ordinary emo- 
tion, to perform a painful duty, which has been 
assigned me by my colleagues, growing out of an 


event which has recently occurred in the midst of | 


us, the announcement of which has just been made 
by the Chair. My late venerable colleague is no 
more! A great and good man has fallen! He 
has been stricken down in the midst of us, while 
in the discharge of his public duties. One whose 
public services are coeval with the establishment 
of our Government—one who has come down to 
us from past generations, and of whom it might 
almost be said that he was living in the midst of 
posterity, an example to us and to those who come 
after us—has ceased from his labors, and gone to 
his reward. The peculiar circumstances of his 
death are known to every member of this House, 
and are calculated to make a deep and lasting im- 
pression. They weigh so heavily upon my own 
mind and feelings, that I am almost inclined to 
believe that silence is the most appropriate token 
of our grief, and the most suitable tribute to his 
memory. 

Joun Quincy Apams was born on the 11th day 
of July, 1767, in that part of Braintree, Massa- 


chusetts, which was eenenguanee incorporated | 


into a town by the name of Quincy, and hence 
was in the eighty-first year of his age. In 1778, 
when he was but eleven years of age, hé accom- 
panied his father, John Adams, to France, who 
was sent with Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee, 
as Commissioners to the Court of Versailles. Af- 
ter remaining in France about eighteen months, 
during which time he applied himself closely to 
the study of the French and Latin languages, he 
returned to his own country in August, 1779. In 
November of the same year, his father was again 
despatched to Europe for the discharge of diplo- 
matic services, and took his son John Quincy with 
him. At Paris he was put to school; and when, 
in 1780, John Adams removed to Holland, his son 
enjoyed the advantages of the public school at 

msterdam, and afterwards of the University at 
Leyden. Francis Dana, who accompanied Yobn 


Adams, as Secretary to the peer received in | 
1781 the appointment of Minister Plenipotentiary | 


to Russia, and took John Quincy Adams, then 
fourteen years of age, with him as his private sec- 
retary. Here he remained till October, 1782, when 
he left Mr. Dana at St. Petersburgh, and returned 
through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg, and Bre- 
men, to Holland, where he remained some months, 
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| period he was a close student. 


| celebrated Theophilus Parsons, afterwards Chief 
'| Justice of Massachusetts, where he remained the 
| usual period of three years in the study of the 
| law, when he entered the profession, and establish- 


| Resident Minister tothe United Netherlands, From 
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| received a new commission, changing his destina- 


| United States in the war of 1812; and, when the 


| then associated with Mr. Clay and Mr. Gallatin to 


| the cause of human freedom a devoted friend. 


and man appears as he really is, we find in him all 
those silent and social virtues which adorn the 
character. His ardent love of justice, his inflexi- 
ble regard for truth, his stern devotion to the cause 
of civil and religious liberty, were blended with 
meekness, sobriety, and charity. But the crown- 
ing glory of his character was his devotion to the 
cause of his Redeemer. 

To that cause he was publicly dedicated on the 
second day of his earthly existence, and through- 
out a long life he manifested a firm belief in Di- 
vine revelation, and a calm trust in that Being who 
rules among the nations, and spreads the mantle 
of his love over his dependant children, But he 
isgone. The places that have known him will 
now know him no more forever. This instance 
of mortality, at once so peculiar and so painful, 
admonishes us of the uncertainty of life, and 
teaches-us so to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom, 

‘ . 7 - » 

Ve tender to his afflicted family our heartfelt 
sympathy, and assure them that a nation’s tears 
will be mingled with theirs. And while we look 
for consolation to the wisdom and goodness of an 
overruling Providence, we would affectionately 
commend them to that gracious Being who has re- 
vealed himself as the father of the fatherless and 
the widow’s God and friend, 

Mr. Hupson concluded by offering the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House bas heard with the deepest 
sensibility of the death in this Capitol of Joun Quincy 
; ADAMs, a member of the House from the State of Massa 
chusetts. 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memory 
of this distinguished statesman, the officers and members 
of the House will wear the usual badge of mourning, and 
attend the funeral in this Hall on Saturday next, at twelve 
oelock, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to superintend 
the funeral solemnities. . 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in relation 
to the death of Jonn Quincy Apams be conmunicated to 
the family of the deceased by the Clerk, 

Resolved, That this House, as a further mark of respect 
for the memory of the deceased, do adjourn to Saturday next, 
the day appointed for the funeral. 


From that 
Holland, and France; during the whole of which 


At the age of eighteen, at his own request, his 
father permitted him to return to Massa: husetts, 
where he entered Harvard University, and was 
graduated in 1787 with distineuished honors. Soon 
after leaving college, he entered the office of the 


ed himself at Boston. 
In 1794, General Washington appointed him 


that period till 1801 he was in Europe, employed 
in diplomatic business, and as a public minister in 
Holland, England, and Prussia. Just as General 
Washington was retiring from office, he appointed 
Mr, Adams Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court 
of Portugal. While on his way to Lisbon he 


tion to Berlin. During his residence of about three 
years and a half at Berlin, he concluded an im- | 
portant commercial treaty with Prussia—thus ac- 
complishing the object of his mission. He was 
recalled near the close of his father’s administra- , 
tion, and arrived in his native country in Septem- 
ber, 1801. 

In 1802 he was chosen by the Boston district to 
the Senate of Massachusetts, and soon after was 
elected by the Legisla'ure a Senator in Congress 
for six years from March 3, 1803. He remained 
in the Senate of the United States until 1808, when | 
he resigned. While in the Senate he received the | 
appointment of Professor of Rhetoric in Harvard 

niversity, an office which he filled with distin- 
guished ability. 

In 1809 he was appointed by President Madison 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to the Court of Russia, where he rendered the 
most important services to his country. By his 
influence with that Court, he induced Russia to 
offer her mediation between Great Britain and the 


Before the question was stated on these resolu- 

| tlons— 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, rose and 
said: Mr. Speaker, the mingled tones of sorrow, 
like the voice of many waters, has come unto us 
from a sister State—Massachubetts weeping for 

Mr. Apams was |, her honored son. The State I have the honor in 
part to represent, once endured, with yours, acom- 
mon suffering, battled for a common cause, and 
ain, and was forthwith appointed Minister Pleni- |, rejoiced in a common triumph. Surely, then, it 
cree. to the Court of St. James. While in |, is meet that in this the day of your affliction we 
Zurope in 1811, he received the appointment of | should mingie our griefs. 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the || When a great man falls, the nation mourns; 
United States, which he declined. | when a patriarch is removed, the people weep. 
After remaining in England till the close of Pres- || Ours, my associates, is no common bereavement. 
ident Madison’s administration, he was called || The chain which linked our hearts with the gifted 
home, and placed by President Monroe at the head | spirits of former times has been rudely sonmees. 
of the Department of State, where he remained | The lips from which flowed those living and glo- 
eight years. | rious truths that our fathers uttered are closed in 
In 1825 he was chosen by the House of Repre- || death. Yes, my friends, Death has been among 
sentatives President of the United States for the || us! He has not entered the humble cottage of 
term of four years. On leaving the Presidency in | some unknown, ignoble peasant; he has knocked 
1829, he returned to his native place in Massachu- | audibly at the palace of a nation! His footstep 
setts, and in 1831 he was elected a member of this || has been heard in the Hall of a State! He has 
House, and by the free suffrages of the people has || cloven down his victim in the midst of the councils 
been continued in that office to the day of his death. | ofapeople! He has borne in triumph from among 
This is but a hasty and imperfect enumeration || you the gravest, wisest, most reverend head ! Ah! 
of the public stations which have heen filled by my | he has taken him as a trophy who was once chief 
late lamented colleague. Of the manner in which || over many States, adorned with virtue, and learn- 
he has discharged these public trusts it is not ne- | ing, and truth; he has borne at his chariot wheels 
cessary for me to speak. Suffice it to ay, thathis a renowned one of the earth! 
long eventful life has been devoted to the public There was no incident in the birth, the life, the 
service, and the ability and fidelity with which he | death, of Mr. Apams, not intimately woven with 
has discliarged every duty are known and acknowl- || the history of the land. Born in the night of his 
edged throughout the nation. His fame is so || country’s tribulation, he heard the first murmurs 
blended with his country’s history that it will live || of discontent; he saw the first efforts for deliver- 
when all the frail monuments of art shall have || ance. Whilst yet a little childy he listened with 
crumbled into dust. By his death the country has || eagerness to the whispers of freedom as they 
lost a pure patriot, science an ardent votary, and || breathed from the lips of her almost inspired 
ne 1} apostles: he caught the fire that was then kindled; 
But it is not as a public man merely that we are || his eye beamed with the first ray; he watched the 
to contemplate Mr. Apams. In the private walks || day s ring from on high; and long before he de- 
of life, * where tired dissimulation drops the mask,”’ || cea from earth, it was graciously vouchsafed 


proper time had arrived, he was placed by Presi- 
dent Madison at the head of five distinguished 
commissioners to negotiate a treaty of peace, which 
was concluded at Ghent in 1814. 


negotiate a commercial convention with Great Brit- 
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unto him to behold the effulgence of her noontie ! 
glory. 

His father saw the promise of the son, and early 
led him by the hand to drink of the very fountains 
of light and liberty itself, His youthful thoughts 
were kindled with the idealism of a republic, whose 
living form and features he was destined to behold 
visibly. Removed at an early age to a distant 
country, he there, under the eye of his father, was 
instructed in the rigid lore of a Franklin, as I have 
heard him say. His intellect was expanded by 
the conversations, and invigorated by the acute 
disquisitions, of the Academicians, whose fiery 
sot, even at that early period, was waking up the 
mind of Vrance to deeper thoughts, bolder inqui- 
ries, and more matured reflection—to result ulti- 
mately, as we all know, interrificaction. Return- 
ing to this country, he entered into the cool cloisters 
of the college; passed through the various stages to 
acquire that discipline of mind which intense study 
can alone impart; and thence, as he was about to 
emerge, appeared those buds of promise which 
soon blossomed into those blushing honors he after- 
wards wore so thick around him. His was not 
the dreamy life of the schools; but he leapt into 
the arena of activity, to run a career of glorious 
emulation with the gifted spirits of the earth. He 
saw the efforts to place his country on a deep and 
stable foundation, where it now rests. He had 
seen the colonies emerge into States, and the States 
cemented into Union, and realized, in the forma- 
tion of this confederated republic, all that his ardent 
hopes had pictured out in the recesses of schools. 
Young as he then was, he contributed, by the en- 
ergy of his mind and the vigor of his pen, to sup- 
eect the administration of Washington, who, we 
vave just been told, transferred him at an early age 
to a foreign court; scarcely initiated into its diplo- 
macy before his services were requiged for another 
and a more extended sphere. Passing from that, 
he returned to his own country, and was placed 
by the suffrages of his State in the chamber of the 
other end of this Capitol; and there, the activity of 
his mind, the freedom of his thought, the independ- 
ence of his action, rendered him to his constituents 
for the time being unacceptable, by uniting him to 
He retired from the 
halls of Congress; but be went to no ignoble ease. 
Wearied with the toils, heated with the contests, 
covered with the dust of politics, he withdrew to 
the classic groves of Cambridge, and there he 
bathed his weary mind in the pure stream of intel- 
lectual rest. Purified, refreshed, invigorated, he 
came forth, after severe study and devout prayer, 
to do his country service. He was sent imme- 
diately to Russia, as has been stated, not to repose 
amidst the luxuries of courts, or in rich saloons 
amidst the glitter of lights and the swell of volup- 
tuous music, but to watch the swell and play of 
those shadowy billows with which all Europe 
heaved beneath the throes of the great heart of 
France. 

Mr. Apams saw and felt that the pulse of freedom 
day by day beat feebler and feebler throughout the 
continent. He counselled the ministers of Russia. 
He was one of those that stimulated them to wake 
from their torpor, and he had the satisfaction to 
behold, from the frozen regions of the north, those 
mighty hordes pour out upon the sunny nations of 
the south to give deliverance to People, States, and 
Powers. His own country demanded his services, 
and he became, with Gallatin and Clay, a mediator 
of that peace between two nations which we trust 
shall exist forever, while the only contests shall 
be those of good will on earth and mutual brother- 
hood. 

He went—as his father had gone after the first 
war of the Revolution—upon the termination of 
the second war, to the Court of St. James. He re- 
mained not long before another sphere was opened 
to him. As Secretary of State for eight years, he 
fulfilled the arduous duties incident to that high 
post in a country just emerging from conflict. To 
the highest office of the people he was quickly 
raised; and how in that sphere he moved—with 
what ease, ability, and grace—we all know, and 
history will record. He crushed no heart beneath 
the rude grasp of proscription; he left no heritage 
of widows’ cries or orphans’ tears, 

He disrobed himself with dignity of the vestures 
of office, not to retire to the shades of Quincy, but, 
in the maturity of his intellect, in the vigor of his 
thought, to leap into this arena, and to continue, 
as he had begun, a disciple, an ardent devotee at 
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the temple of his country’s freedom. How in this || eyes of his countrymen; his participation in the 


department he ministered to his a. Wants 
we all know and have witnessed. How often 
we have crowded into that aisle, and clustered 
around that now vacant desk, to listen to the coun- 
sels of wisdom as they fell from the lips of the ven- 
erable sage, we can all remember, for it was but 
of yesterday. But what a change! How won- 
drous! how sudden! ’Tis like a vision of the 
night. That form which we beheld but a few days 
since is now cold in death! 

But the last Sabbath and in this Hall he wor- 
shipped with others. Now his spirit mingles with 
the noble army of martyrs and the just made per- 
fect in the eternal adoration of the living God! 
With him ‘ this is the end of earth.”” He sleeps 
the sleep that knows no waking. He is gone— 
and forever! The sun that ushers in the morn of 
that next holy day, while it gilds the lofty dome 
of the Capitol, shall rest with soft and mellow light 
upon the consecrated spot beneath whose turf for- 
ever lies the Parrior Farner and the Patriot 
Sace! 

Mr. VINTON rose and addressed the House: 

Mr. Speaker, (said he,) when the messenger of 
death enters this Hall, and bids one of us come 
away, it is our custom to commit exclusively to 
some colleague of the departed member the solemn 
ceremony of its announcement. Usage requires 
no more. But the venerable mam whom the de- 
stroying angel smote down in our very presence— 
the book of whose great life is now written and 
finished—stood out far beyond the rest of us, upon 
a broader and higher elevation. It is true he was 
the son of Massachusetts, and to her belongs the 
proud honor of having given him birth. But he 
was more than the son of Massachusetts; he did 
not belong to her alone; he offered himself to his 
country, and she made him her property. His 
fame, his wisdom, and his works, were all his 
country’s. These are his rich and common legacy 
tousall. It is therefore that we of the great na- 
tional brotherhood claim the precious privilege to 


_ cluster close around the children of Massachu- 


setts—to take part with them in this sad solemnity 
—to sympathize with them, and along with them 
—to give utterance to our sorrow, to our reverence, 
to our veneration for the departed dead, and to our 
deep affliction in this great national bereavement. 
I did not rise—I dare not attempt one word of 
eulogy upon the illustrious dead—nor dare I ven- 
ture to portray his exalted character as a states- 
man, or the bright virtues of his private life. I 
know how incompetent I am to the performance 
of sucha task. I trust that “in due time, and on 
some fitting occasion, this will be done by some 
one of the great and gifted intellects of Massachu- 
setts. But still l hope I may be permitted to say 
that no man has heretofore died, when a member 
of this body, who will fill so large a space in his 
country’s history, or who has stamped so deeply 
his impress on her institutions. The solemnity of 
the oceasion forbids, perhaps the period has not 
yet arrived, for the expression of an unbiassed 
opinion respecting the effect of this on his coun- 
try’s welfare. But when time shall have number- 
ed with the dead us who were actors with him 
upon this great drama of life; when the partialities 
of his friends and the prejudices of his enemies, 
if any he have left behind, shall have been buried 
in one common grave, he and the work of his 
great life may be safely trusted to the truthful his- 
torian, and to the judgment of an impartial pos- 
terity. To this great and just ordeal, he, with all 
the renowned and mighty of the earth who have 
gone before him, must come at last. And to its 
verdict, those of us who knew him best, and were 
most devoted to him, are most willing to commit 
him, and all that he achieved. The time, the place, 
and the manner of his death, all conspire to excite 
the profoundest sensation everywhere, as it has 
done in this Hall; and especially to teach us 
‘what shadows we are, and what shadows we 
pursue;’’ to teach us how vain and valueless are 
all our struggles and contests here for distinction 
or for power; and, above all, that no human great- 
ness, no fame, no honor, no high attainment, no 
divine exaltation of intellect, can aught avail us 
to avert the dread sentence of God upon poor mor- 
tal man: ** Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt 
return,” 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Virginia, then rose and 
said: Such, for halfa century, Mr. Speaker, has 
been the eminent position of Mr. Apams in the 








| highest honors which it was theirs to give; his in. 


timate association with controlling events in their 
national annals, and with the formation of tha; 
public opinion which brought them about; such the 
veneration and almost universal homage entertai- 
ed for his intellect and virtues; and such, in all ro. 
spects, his great relations to this entire Union, ana 
to the daily thought of its growing millions,—that 
on this sad occasion the language of all its parts 
will be that of lamentation and of tribute. It is nog 
for Massachusetts to mourn alone over a solitary 
and exclusive bereavement. It is not for her to 
feel alone a solitary and exclusive sorrow. No 
sir; no! Her sister Commonwealths gather to her 
side in this hour of her affliction, and, intertwinine 
their arms with hers, they bend together over the 
bier of her illustrious son—feeling as she feels, and 
weeping as she weeps, over a sage, a patriot, anda 
statesman gone! It was in these great character- 
istics of individual and of public man that his coun- 
try reverenced that son when living, and such, 
with a painful sense of her common loss, will she 
deplore him now that he is dead. 

ec in our revolutionary day, and brought wp 
in early and cherished intimacy with the fathers 
and founders of the Republic, he was a living bond 
of connection between the present and the past— 


| the venerable representative of the memories of an- 


other age, and the zealous, watchful, and power. 
ful one of the expectataons, interests, and progres- 
sive knowledge of his own. 

There he sat, with his intense eye upon every- 
thing that passed, the picturesque and rare old man, 


| unapproachable by all others in the unity of his 


character and in the thousand-fold anxieties which 
centered upon him. No human being ever enter- 
ed this Hall without turning habitually and with 
heartfelt deference first to him, and few ever left it 
without pausing as they went to pour out their 
blessings upon that spirit of consecration to the 
country which brought and which kept him here. 

Standing upon the extreme boundary of human 
life, and disdaining all the relaxations and exemp- 
tions of age, his outer framework only was crumb- 
ling away. The glorious engine within still work- 
ed on unhurt, uninjured, amid all the dilapidations 
around it, and worked on with its wonted and its 
iron power until the blow was sent from above 
which crushed it into fragments before us. And 
however appalling that blow, and however pro- 
foundly it smote upon our own feelings as we be- 
held its extinguishing effect upon his, where else 
could it have fallen so fitly upon him? Where else 
could he have been relieved from the yoke of his 
labors so well as in the field where he bore them? 
Where else would he himself have been so willing 
to have yielded up his life as upon the _- of duty 
and by the side of that very altar to which he had 
devoted it? Where but in the Capitol of his coun- 
try, to which all the throbbings and hopes of his 
heart had been given, would the dying patriot be 
so willing that those hopes and throbbings should 
cease? And where but from this mansion-house 
of liberty on earth could this dying Christian more 
fitly go to his mansion-house of eternal liberty on 
high? 

‘But kindling to the imagination and soothing 
even to the feelings as is the death of Mr. Apams, 
with all the accessories and associations of this 
spot around him, how infinitely deeper is the in- 
terest which is given to it by the conviction that 
he was willing and ready to meet it? He was hap- 
pily spared, by the preservation of his rich facul- 
ties to the last, from becoming a melancholy spec- 
tacle of dotard and drivelling old age. He was 
still more happily spared, by the just and wise and 
truthful use of those faculties, from becoming the 
melancholy and revolting spectacle of irreverent 
and wicked old age. None knew better or felt 
more deeply than he that 

«Tis not the whole of life to live, 
Nor all of death to die ;”” 
and hence for long years his life has been a con- 
tinuous and beautiful itlestration of the great truth, 
that whilst the fear of man is the consummation of 
all folly, the fear of God is the beginning of all 
wisdom. To such an one, composure” amid the 
perils of death, and when “ the last of earth has 
come,” is a supporting power frequently and di- 
vinely given; and, if it has not been permitted to 
him, as toa prophet of old, to be spared the bit- 
terness of death, and to go to the heaven that he 
looked for, and that he loved, in a chariot of fire, 
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‘et to the eye of human faith his access to the | 
same abode has been as speney and as safe. In- 
stead of wearing away under the waste of disease, 
and passing through all the woes and weaknesses 
which dissolving nature generally undergoes, a 
blow of brief but mortal agony strikes him at once 
into the tomb, and thus his spirit, instantly freed, | 
goes right up to the parent fountain from which it | 
came. The messenger calls, the soul is in heaven. | 

At this moment of fresh affliction, whilst stand- 
ing in the very presence of death, it is not meet to |! 
go into any special review of the labors or opin- | 
ions of the departed. Whatever may be thought | 
of those politically, posterity will never deny to || 
him the possession of great talents, actaated by || 
great virtues, and directed with boldness, honesty, || 
and earnest purpose, for an unequalled length of || 
time, to whatever, in his judgment, was best for || 
the interests, honor, and perpetuity of his country. || 
This is the lesson taught by his life. That which |! 
is taught by his death calls upon us all, with solemn || 
appealing cry, “* Be ye also ready, for ye know not || 
the hour when the Son of Man cometh!”’ 

Mr. NEWALL rose and moved the following | 
as an additional resolution: 

Resolved, That the seat in this Hall just vacated by the | 
death of the late JoHN Quincy Apams, be unoccupied for |) 
thirty days, and that it, together with the Hall, remain clothed 
with the symbol of mourning during that time. H 

Mr. TALLMADGE, of New York, rose and |, 
said: Mr. Speaker, I do not rise to present an | 
eulogium upon the character of the deceased, but | 
lam confident that every manifestation of respect 
for the memory of the illustrious dead will meet || 
with a cordial response from every member of this 
House. In compliance with the suggestions of | 
several members, and in accordance with my own | 
feelings, | ask leave to introduce the following ad- 
ditional resolution: 
Resolved, That the Speaker appoint one member of this 
House from each State and Territory asa committee to es- 
cort the remains of our venerable friend, the honorable 
Sous Quincy Apams, to the place designated by his friends 
for his interment.* 

All the above resolutions were unanimously || 
agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON then moved that the Speaker’s 
announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun 
Quincy Apams be entered on the Journal. This 
was also agreed to unanimously, and then the 
House adjourned to Saturday. 











IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 24, 1848. 


Mr. BERRIEN presented a joint resolution from 
the Legislature of Georgia, asking for the estab- 
lishment of certain post routes in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia, that with pride and exultation it 
recurs to the battle-fields of the Rio Grande and of 
Mexico, in the war now waging, as evincive of the 
patriotism and gallantry of our people; but more 
especially to mark, by some deliberate expression, 
the sense it entertains of the value of the military 
institution of the United States at West Point, as 
illustrated by the science, the skill, the courage, 
and noble bearing of her cadets, and to whom is 
justly to be piss a large share of the lustre and 
glory achieved by our arms. 

_ Also, a joint resolution in favor of the construc- 
tion of a railroad across the continent of North | 
America, which would make the United States the 
great highway between Europe and the populous 
and wealthy empire of Asia, and facilitate our own 
intercourse with those regions. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from Mary 
E. D. Blaney, asking payment for property of her 


‘The SPEAKER appointed the following gentlemen to 
coipose the said committee : 
Mr. Tallmadge, of N. Y. 

Mr. Wilson, of N. H. Mr. Collamer, of Vt. 
Ir. Ashmun, of Mass. Mr. Thurston, of R. I. 
Mr. J. A. Rockwell, of Conn. Mr. Newell, of N. J. 
Mr. Mclivaine, of Penn. Mr. J. W. Houston, of Del. 
Mr. Ligon, of Md. Mr. Meade, of Va. 
Mr. Barringer, of N.C, Mr. Holmes, of 8. C. 
Mr Lumpkin, of Ga. Mr. Hilliard, of Ala. 
Mr. A. G. Brown, of Miss. Mr. Morse, of La. 
Mr. Schenck, of Ohio. Mr. French, of Ky. 
Mr. Gentry, of Tenn, Mr. C. B. Sminith, of Ind. 
Mr. Wentworth, of Til. Mr. Phelps, of Mo. 
Mr. R. W. Johnson, of Ark. Mr. C. E. Stuart, of Mich. 
Mr. Cabell, of Florida. Mr. Kaufman, of Texas. 
W.. Thompson, of Iowa. Mr. Tweedy, of W. T. 





Mr. Hammons, of Me. 


— = 


late husband, Major George Blaney, taken by the 


| United States; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Claims. 
Mr. R. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 


memorial of Isabella Cole, asking indemnity for 


losses and injuiriesdone to a vessel belonging to her 
late husband, by the Peruvian authorities; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the payment of Charles 
Richmond; which was read a first time. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to authorize the relinquish- | 
ment of the the 16th section, in certain cases, and 
the selection of other lands in lieu thereof, without 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNS, the Committee on 
Private Land Claims was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Joseph Newell, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNS, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petitions of Isaac C. Elston 
and James McKibben. 


MR. ALLEN’S RESOLUTIONS. 


The resolutions submitted yesterday by Mr. | 
| ALLEN coming up for consideration— 


Mr. ALLEN said there was one of the resolu- 


| tions which he presumed would give rise to no dis- 
He meant that relating to the armistice, | 


cussion. 
which was simply a call for information. He would 
move to take up that resolution. 
The resolution was then read as follows: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 


| Senate whether the active operations of the army of the 


United States in Mexico have been and now are suspended 
by an armistice ; and, if so, by whose agency, and in virtue 
of what authority, such armistice has been effected. 


Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. ALLEN wished to know if this motion | 


was made with a view to make a final disposition 
of the resolution in this way; if so, he would call 
for the ayes and noes on the motion. 

A sufficient number rising to second the demand, 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEVIER said his object was to prevent any 
discussion of the resolution at this time. 
be called up on some other day. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows—yeas 11, nays, 37. 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Butler Calhoun, Davis of 


Massachusetts, Greene, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, || 


Johnson of Georgia, Niles, Sevier, an* Sturgeon—1}. 
NAVYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bagby, 


Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Cameron, || 
Cass, Clarke. Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, | | 


Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Hous- 


ton, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Moor, Pearce, Phelps, | 


Rusk, Spruance, Turney, Upham, and Yulee—37. 

Mr. SEVIER expressed himself at a loss to 
understand this vote. How this resolution could 
be discussed without going into Executive matters 
before the Senate he did not know. 


ayes and noes on its adoption. 

A sufficient number rising, the ayes and noes 
were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the resolution, by introducing the words, “ if, in 


his opinion, not detrimental to the public service.’’ || 
Mr. ALLEN accepted the amendment, and the || 


resolution was modified accordingly. 


Mr. BREESE moved to transfer the resolution | 
to the Executive Journal; but, after a few words | 


from Mr. Atven, and an objection (overruled by 


the Vice Presipent) that it was too late to make | 


the motion after the yeas and nays had been order- | 
ed on the adoption of the resolution, withdrew his 
motion. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows—yeas 41, nays 9. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchizon, Atherton, Bad- 
ger, Bagby, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, 
Kreese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Greene, Han- 
negan, Houston, Johnson of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, 
Miller, Moor, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Spruance, Turney, 
Underwood, and Upham—4l. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Butler, Calhoun, Hunter, Johnson of | 


j 
| 
} 


' 
| 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


It might | 


] \ He would || 
vote against the resolution, and he asked for the | 
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| to which he anticipated no objection, as it was 
merely a resolution of inquiry. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct. 
ed to inquire and to report to the Senate, by bill or otherwise, 
whether, in addition to the following act, to wit: “ An act 
‘for the punishment of certain crimes therein specified. Be 
‘it enacted, §c. That if any person, being a citizen of the 
* United States, whether he be actually resident or abiding 
‘within the United States or in any foreign country, shail, 
‘without the permission or authority of the Government of 
‘the United States, directly or indirecuy, commence or carry 
‘on any verbal or written correspondence or intercourse 
‘with any foreign government, or any officer or agent there- 
‘of, with an intent to influence the measures or conduct of 
‘any foreign government, or of any officer or agent thereof, 
‘in relation to any disputes or controversies with the United 
‘ States, or defeat the measures of the Government of the 
* United States; or if any person, being 4 citizen of or resi- 
‘dent within the United States, and not duly authorized, 
‘shail counsel, advise, aid, or assist in any such correspond- 
fence, with intent as aforesaid, he or they shall be deemed 
‘guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, on conviction before 
‘any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, 
‘shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dol- 
‘lars, and by imprisonment during a terin of not less than 
‘six months, nor exceeding three years: Provided always, 
‘That nothing in this act contained shall be construed to 

| ‘abridge the right of individual ciuzens of the United States 
‘to apply, by themselves or their lawful agents, to any for- 
| Seign goverument, or the agents thereof, tor the redress of 
‘any injuries in relation to person or property which such 
‘individuals may have sustained from such government, 
|| © Or any of its agents, citizens, or subjects,’ approved Janu- 
|| ary 3), 1799—any further legislation be necessary in order 
more effectually to protect the rights and interests of the 
people of the United States against the consequences which 
| may result from the assumption of any individual or indi- 
viduals, Without authority to act, in the name or behalf of 
\ the Government of the United States, or any department or 
| Officer thereof, with any foreign government, or deparunent 
| or officer thereof, or any individual or individuals assuming 
} 


to be such foreign government, or department or officer 
thereof, and especially in matters of peace and war. 
| No objection being offered, the resolution was 
| agreed to. ; 
| ~The other resolutions were then suffered to lie 
|| over. 

MR. BALDWIN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 
| Batpwiy, were then taken up in their order: 

Resolved, That if any territory shail hereafter be acquired 
by the United States, or annexed thereto, the act by which 
said territory is acquired or annexed, whatever such act may 
be, should contain an unalterable fundamental article or 

| provirion whereby slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as punishment for crime, shall be forever excluded from the 
|| territory acquired or annexed. 

Resolved, That in any cession of territory that may be 
acquired as the result of the war with Mexico, the desire of 
that republic, expressed by her commissioners in their nego- 
tiations with Mr. Trist, to provide for the protection of the 
inhabitants of the ceded territory againstthe introduction of 
the system of human slavery therein, by a stipulation to thut 
effect in any treaty that may be made, cannot, consistently 

| with the rights of those inhabitants, or with the principles 

of justice and liberty which have been -proclaimed to the 

world as the basis of our institutions, be disregarded or 

| denied. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, hoped these res- 

|| olutions would .be informally passed over for the 

|} present. 

|| Mr. FOOTE moved to lay them on the table. 

! Mr. BALDWIN. If it is intended, by this mo- 

| tion, finally to dispose of the resolution-—— 

| Mr. FOOTE. The motion to lay on the table 

is not debatable. I ask for the ayes and noes on 

|| my motion. 

|| "The ayes and noes were ordered. ; 

} At the suggestion of some Senators near him, 

| Mr. FOOTE withdrew the motion. 

|| Mr. RUSK renewed it. 

‘| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, asked if the ob- 

ject was finally to dispose of the resolutions? — 

| Mr. RUSK replied, that such was his object; 

|| althoagh, if the resolutions could not hereafter be 

‘| taken up without specific motion, he would be 

|| willing to withdraw his motion. 

|| Mr. BAGBY regretted that these resolutions 
should have been taken up at this time. He had 

a conversation with the Senator from Connecticut 
on the subject of these resolutions, and those which 

he himself had submitted, and they had come to 

'an understanding to ask the Senate, after the im- 

| portant bill now pending should be disposed of, 

| to agree that a day should be fixed for the consid- 

| eration of the propositions contained in both sets 

| of resolutions. If called on to vote now, therefore, 

| he must either vote against his own feelings, or in 

| violation of this understanding. He would not 

| vote in contradiction to his pledge. He therefore 

| hoped the resolutions would be passed over infor- 


Maryland, Lewis, Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, and Yulee—9, mally. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. ALLEN then moved his second resolution, 


Mr. BALDWIN said he was about to state, 
when interrupted by the Senator from Mississippi, 
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that this understanding existed; and that, as the || than half a century has been thus identified with | But his character is not made up of those 


| its history. 


resolutions of the Senator were submitted prior to 


his, and those which he (Mr. B.) submitted were | 


antagonistic in their character, they had agreed to 
move their consideration on the same day. He had 
supposed, also, that the resolutions of the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. Yurer} would have —_ post- 
oned; but there was no agreement to that effect. 
fe had no disposition to violate this arrangement; 
and he hoped his resolutions would be informally 
passed over, until the whole could be taken up. 


| 
| 
j 
i 
| 


ject, and it might lead to a discussion which would | 


shake the existence of our institutions, 
atime for all things. 
and more solemn matters demanding our attention. 
A dispensation of Providence had fallen upon us, 
which ought to admonish us not to go into the 
discussion of exciting topics, and, to prevent a 
firebrand from being thrown into the Senate—par- 
ticularly to-day—he hoped the resolutions would 


he placed in a situation to require a motion to call 
them up. 


1 
There was 
We have before us other | 





_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Under any circumstances, 1 should 
feel myself unequal to the task of rendering justice 


|| to his memory; but, with the debilitating effect of 


| bad health still upon me, I can only, with extreme 

brevity, touch upon some of the most prominent 
features of his life. 

While yet a young man, he was, in May, 1794, 

, appointed Minister Resident to the States General 

of the United Netherlands. In May, 1796, two 


|| years after, he was appointed Minister Plenipoten- 
Mr. RUSK said, this was a very exciting sub- | 


tiary at Lisbon, in Portugal. These honors were 


conferred on him by George Washington, with the | 


advice and consent of the Senate. 
In May, 1797, he was appointed Minister Pleni- 


|| potentiary to the King of Prussia. In March, 1798, 


| 


} 


| 


Mr. BALDWIN hoped the Senator did not | 


understand that the resolutions had been taken up | 


at his instance. He would only say that their 


language was precisely similar to the ninth of a | 
series of resolutions adopted by the Legislature of 


Connecticut. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the resolutions on 
the table, now and forever, and asked for the yeas 
and nays. 

SeveraL SENATORS. 
made. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows—yeas 35, nays 11: 

VEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bell, 
Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Budier, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Casa, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, Dick- 
inson, Douglas, Downs, Poote, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, 
Mason, Moor, Pearce, Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, and ‘Tur- 
nev—35 

NAYS—Mesers. Bagby, Baldwin, Corwin, Davis of Mas- 


sachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Greene, Miller, Niles, Spruance, 
and Uphan—Il. 


That motion is already 


A hill to repeal the pilot act was taken up, and 

assed over informally. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Jacques Moulon, was taken up, read a second 
time, considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to a third reading; it was then read a 
third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Fernando Fellauny was 
taken up, and read a second time, when its further 
consideration was informally passed over. 


DEATH OF HON. J. Q@. ADAMS. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives announcing the death of the Hon. 
Joun Quincy Apams,a member of that body, who 
expired on Wednesday evening, the 23d instant, 
in the Capitol, and the proceedings of the Honse 
of Representatives thereupon, 

The message having been read— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, rose, and thus 
addressed that body: 

Mr. Presipent: By the recent affliction of my 
colleague, a painful duty devolves upon me. The 
message just delivered from the House, proves 
that the hand of God has been again among us. 
A great and good man has gone from our midst. 
If, in speaking of Jonn Quincy Apams,I can give 
utterance to the language of my own heart, I am 
confident I shall meet with a response from the 
Senate. 

Hie was born in the then Province of Massa- 
chusetts, while she was girding herself forthe great 
revolutionary struggle which was then before her. 
His parentage is too well known to need even an 
allusion; yet I may be pardoned if I say, that his 
father seemed born to aid in the establishment of 
our free Government, and his mother was a suit- 
able companion and colaborer of such a patriot. 
The cradle hymns of the child were the songs of 
liberty. The power and competence of man for 
self-government were the topics which he most 
frequently heard discussed by the wise men of the 
day, and the inspiration thus caught gave form 
and pressure to hts after life. Thus early imbued 


with the love of free institutions, educated by his | 


father for the service of his country, and early led 


by Washington to its altar, he has stood before | 


the world as one of its eminent statesmen. He |! 


has occupied, in turn, almost every place of honor 
which the country could give him, and for more 





|| merce with Great Britain. 


| 


and probably while at Berlin, he was appointed a 
commissioner with full powers to negotiate a treaty 
of amity and commerce with Sweden. 

After his return to the United States, he was 


elected by the Legislature of Massachusetts a Sen- || 


| ator, and discharged the duties of that station in 


this Chamber from the 4th of March, 1803, until | 
June, 1808, when, differing from his colleague and | 


from his State upon a great political question, he 
| resigned his seat. In June, 1809, he was nomi- 


/ nated and appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to | 


the Court of St. Petersburgh. 
|| While at that court, in February, 1811, he was 
| appointed an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
|, Court of the United States, to fill a vacancy occa- 
|| sioned by the death of Judge Cushing, but never 
|| took his seat upon the Bench. 
In May, 1813, he, with Messrs. Gallatin and 
Jayard, was nominated Envoy Extraordinary and 
| Minister Plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of 


| Russia, and a treaty of commerce with Russia. 
| From causes which it is unnecessary to notice, 
| nothing was accomplished under this appointment. 


| Gallatin, Bayard, Clay, and Russell, were appoint- 


| ed Ministers Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary to 


| negotiate a treaty of peace and a treaty of com- 


ed in effecting a pacification, and the name of Mr. 
Apams is subscribed to the treaty of Ghent. 





| was, in February, 1815, selected by Mr. Madison 
| to represent the country and protect its interests at 


|| the Court of St. James, and he remained there as 


| Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotenti- 
| ary until Mr. Monroe became President of the 
| United States. 

On the 5th of March, 1817, at the commence- 
| ment of the new administration, he wa8 appointed 


| Secretary of State, and continued in the office while | 


| that gentleman was at the head of the administra- 
lation. 

| In 1825 he was elected his successor, and dis- 
| charged the duties of President for one term, end- 
| ing on the 3d of March, 1829. 

Here followed a brief period of repose from pub- 
| lic service, and Mr. Apams retired to the family 
| mansion at Quincy, but was elected a member of 

the House of Representatives from the district in 


|| after his return to it, and took his seat in Decem- 
|| ber, 1831: he retained it by successive elections to 
|| the day of his death. 


| : ; ; : 
| which he lived at the next election which occurred 
| 


I have not ventured on this occasion beyond a 
bare enumeration of the high places of trust and 
confidence which have been conferred upon the 
deceased. The service covera a period of more 


merits of the deceased, the confidence 
him by the public, or the ability with which he 
discharged the duties devolved upon him, than b 
this simple narration of recorded facts? An ambi- 
tious man could not desire a more emphatic eulogy. 

Mr. Apams, however, was not merely a states- 
man, but a ripe, accomplished scholar, who, during 
a life of remarkably well-directed industry, made 
those great acquirements which adorned his char- 
acter, and gave to it the manly strength of wisdom 
and intelligence. 

As a statesman and patriot, he will rank among 





zation. The productions of his pen are proofs of 


a vigorous mind, imbued with a profound knowl- 


|| edge of what it investigates, and of a memory 
| which was singularly retentive and capacious. 


peace with Great Britain, under the mediation of | 


But afterwards, in January, 1814, he, with Messrs. | 


This mission succeed. | 


After this eventful crisis in our public affairs, he | 


than half a century; and what language can I em- | 
ploy which will portray more forcibly the great | 
réposed in | 


the illustrious men of an age prolific in great names, | 
and greatly distinguished for its progress in civili- | 


Feb. 24, 








. > e : one 
spicuous qualities alone. He will be remembered 


for the virtues of private life—for his elevated moral 
example—for his integrity—for his devotion to hig 
duties as a Christian, as a neighbor, and as the 
head of a family. In all these relations, few per- 
sons have seta more steadfast or brighter example 
and few have descended to the grave where the 
broken ties of social and domestic affection haye 
been more sincerely lamented. Great as may be 
the loss to the public of one so gifted and wise, jt 
is by the family that his death will be most deeply 
felt. His aged and beloved partner, who has so 
long shared the honors of his career, and to whom 
all who know her are bound by the ties of friend- 
ship, will believe that we share her grief, mourn 
her bereavement, and sympathize with her in her 
affliction. 

It is believed to have been the earnest wish of 
|| his heart to die, like Clratham, in the midst of his 
labors. It was a sublime thought, that where he 
|| had toiled in the house of the nation, in hours of 
the day devoted to its service, the stroke of death 
should reach him, and there sever the ties of love 
| and patriotism which bound him to earth. He felt 
| in his seat, attacked by paralysis, of which he had 
| before been a victim. To describe the scene which 
|, ensued would be impossible. It was more than the 
|| spontaneous gush of feeling which all such events 
|| call forth, so much to the honor of our nature. It 
|| was the expression of reverence for his moral worth; 
|| of admiration for his great intellectual endowments, 
\| and of veneration for his age and public services, 
|, All gathered round the sufferer, and the strong 
|| sympathy and deep feeling which manifested itself 
| showed that the business of the House (which was 
| instantly adjourned) was forgotten amid the dis- 
'| tressing anxieties of the moment. He was soon 
|| removed to the apartment of the Speaker, where 
| he remained surrounded by afflicted friends till 
|| the weary clay resigned its immortal spirit. ‘This 
|| is the end of earth!’’ Brief but emphatic words. 
| They were among the last uttered by the dying 
| Christian. ; 
|| Thus has closed the life of one whose purity, 
|| patriotism, talents, and learning, have seldom been 
|| seriously questioned. To say that he had faults, 
| would only be declaring that he was human. Let 
|, him who is exempt from error venture to point 
‘them out. In this long career of public life, it 
|, would be strange if the venerable man had not 
‘| met with many who have differed from him in 
\| sentiment, or who have condemned his acts. If 
| there be such, let the mantle of oblivion be thrown 
|| over each unkind thought. Let not the grave of 
|| the old man eloquent be desecrated by unfriendly 
| remembrances, but let us yield “our homage to his 
|| many virtues, and let it be our prayer that we may 
] so perform our duties here, that if summoned ina 
|| like sudden and appalling manner, we may not be 
|| found unprepared or unable to utter his words, “I 
} am composed.”’ 
| 
| 
| 


| Mr. President, with this imperfect sketch of the 
character and service of a great man, I leave the 
| subject in the hands of the Senate by moving the 


‘| resolutions which I send to the Chair: 
|| Resolved, That the Senate has reeeived with deep sensi- 
|| bility the message from the House of Representatives an- 
| nouncing the death of the honorable Joun Quincy ADaAMs, 
| a representative from the State of Massachusetts. 
Resolved, That in token of respect for the memory of the 
| deceased, the Senate will attend his funeral at the hour ap- 
|| pointed by the House of Representatives, and will wear the 
|| usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 
| Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
|| ory of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn until Sat- 


| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


|| urday next, to the time appointed for the funeral. 

The resolutions having been read— 

| Mr. BENTON, of Missouri, addressed the Sen- 
| ate as follows: Mr. President: The voice of his 
native State has been heard, through one of the 
| Senators of Massachusetts, announcing the death 
| of heraged and most distinguished eon. The voice 
‘| of the other Senator from Massachusetts is not 
| heard, noris his presence seen. A domestic calam- 
| ity, known to us all, and felt by us all, confines 
| him to the chamber of private grief, while the 
| #8 public manifestations 





| Senate is occupied with t n 
|| of a respect and sorrow which a national loss in- 
'| spires. In the absence of that Senator, and as the 
_member of this body longest here, it is not unfit- 
ting or unbecoming in me to second the mouon 
|| which has been made for extending the last honors 
of the Senate to him who, forty-five years 420 
| was a member of this body, who, at the time 0 
‘his death, was among the oldest members of the 


| 
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House of Representatives, and who, putting the 
‘ears of his service together, was the oldest of all 
ihe members of the American Government. 

The eulogium of Mr. Apams is made in the facts 
of his life, which the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Davis] has so strikingly stated, that, from | 


early manhood to octogenarian age, he has been | 


constantly and most honorably employed in the 

ublic service. Fora period of more than fifty 

ears, from the time of his first appointment as 
minister abroad under Washington to his last elec- 
tion to the House of Representatives by the people 
of his native district, he has been constantly re- 
tained in the public service, and that, not by the 
favor of a sovereign, or by hereditary title, but by 
the elections and appointments of republican gov- 
ernment. This fact makes the eulogy of the illus- 
trious deceased. For what, except a union of all 
the qualities which command the esteem and con- 
fidence of man, could have ensured a public service 
so long, by appointments free and popular, and | 
from sources so various and exalted? Minister | 
many times abroad; member of this body; mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives; Cabinet min- | 
ister; President of the United States; such has been | 
the galaxy of his splendid appointments. And | 
what but moral excellence the most perfect; intel- 
fectual ability the most eminent; fidelity the most 
unwavering; service the most useful, would have 
commanded such a succession of appointments so | 
exalted, and from sources so various and so emi- 
nent? Nothing less could have commanded such a 
series of appointments; and accordingly we see the | 
union of all these great qualities in him who has 
received them. 

In this long career of public service Mr. Apams 
was distinguished not only by faithful attention to 
all the great duties of his stations, but toall their less 
and minor duties. He was not the Salaminian 
galley, to be launched _ on extraordinary occa- 
sions, but he was the ready vesscl, always launch- 
ed when the duties of his station required it, be the 
occasion greater small. As President, as Cabinet 
minister, aS minister abroad, he examined all 
questions that came before him, and examined all, 
in all their parts, in all the minutia of their detail, as 
well as in all the vastness of their comprehension. 
As Senator, and as a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the obscure committee room was as 
much the witness of his laborious application to 
the drudgery of legislation as the halls of the two | 
Houses were to the ever-ready speech, replete with 
knowledge, which instructed all hearers, enlight- 
ened all subjects, and gave dignity and ornament 
to debate. 

In the observance of all the proprieties of life, 
Mr. Apams was a most noble and impressive ex- 
ample. He cultivated the minor as well as the 
greater virtues. Wherever his presence could give | 
aid and countenance to what was useful and hon- 
orable to man, there he was. In the exercises of 
the school and of the college—in the meritorious 
meetings of the agricultural, mechanical, and com- 
mercial societies—in attendance upon Divine wor- | 
ship—he gave the punctual attendance rarely seen | 
but in those who are free from the weight of pub- 
tic cares. 

Punctual to every duty, death found him at the 
~ of duty; and where else could it have found 

im, at any stage of his career, for the fifty years 
of his illustrious public life? From the time of 
his first appointment by Washington to his last 
election by the people of his native town, where 
could death have found him but at the post of duty? 
At that post, in the fullness of age, in the ripeness | 
of renown, crowned with honors, surrounded by 
his family, his friends, and admirers, and in the 
very presence of the national representation, he has 
been gathered to his fathers, leaving behind him the 
memory of public services which are the history of 
his country for half a century, and the example of | 
a life, public and private, which should be the 
study and the model of the generations cf his | 
countrymen, 

When Mr. B. concluded, the resolutions were | 


Unanimously adopted, and the Senate adjourned to 
Saturday. 





Sarurpay, February 26, 1848. 
Pursuant to the resolve of both Houses of Con- 


gress, this day was set apart for rendering to the 


| 
} 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
| 
remains of the deceased patriot and statesman, the © 
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honorable Joun Quincy Apams, the last human 


| tribute.* 


The SPEAKER having taken the chair, the 
Journal of Thursday was read. Soon after, the 
Senate entered, preceded by their presiding officer. 
He took his seat on the left of the Speaker. As 
the Senators passed up the centre aisle and took 
their seats, the Speaker and members of the House 
rose, and continued standing tili they had taken 
the seats assigned them. Soon after, the Presi- 
dent of the United States entered the Hall, and 
was received by ail in like manner, while he took 
his seat on the right of the Speaker. The mem- 
bers of the Cabinet occupied seats in front of the 
Senators, and opposite to the Foreign Ministers. 
The Judges of the Supreme Court, preceded by 
their officers, passed up to seats on the right of the 
Clerk’s desk. The relatives of the deceased were 
next conducted to a position reserved for them on 
the extreme lefi. Next entered the members of 
the Legislature of Maryland, preceded by the offi- 
cers and chaplain of that body—the Legislature, 
sitting at Annapolis, having passed resolutions to 
attend the funeral. Next entered the corporate 
authorities of Washington, headed by their respect- | 
ive officers, who were conducted to places by the 
officers of the House. At length came the body, 
escorted by the Committee of Arrangements, and | 
followed by the delegation of Massachusetts as 
mourners. The Speaker, the President of the 
Senate, the officers of both Houses, the members 
of the committee of arrangements, the pall -bearers, 
and attendant physicians wore white scarfs. The 
whole assemblage being thus at length completed, 
the deep silence of expectation pervaded the Hall. 
Not a rude sound, and scarce a sound of any kind, 
was to be heard among the waiting thousands who 
crowded the galleries and lobbies in every spot 
where a human being could find room to stand. 

The Chaplain of the House, the Rev. Mr. Gur- 
LEY, then rose and read an appropriate portion of 


* At an early hour men in uniform might be seen hasten- 
ing to their respective places of parade, while numerous 
groups of citizens and strangers were flocking from all direc- 
tions toward the Capitol. 

By a judicious arrangement, the doors of that vast build- 
ing were thrown open to the gathering multitudes, while 
those of the Hall of the House of Representatives, where the 
funeral ceremonies were to take place, were closed to all 
but the members and officers of the House. The ladies’ gal- 
lery was rapidly filled up, all gentlemen without distinetion 
being pereniptorily excluded. A certain portion of the semi- 
circular gallery (usually occupied throughout by gentlemen 
only) was partitioned off for the accommodation of a very 
large choir of singers, selected from those of the several 
churches of the city. 

The Hall was shrouded in black, and presented a very 
solemn appearance. This part of the arrangements was 
executed with great taste and judgment by the officers of 
the House, under the suggestions and kind supervision ofa 
distinguished lady. The figure of History, especially, (whose 
graceful form surmounts the clock, holding in her hands a 
tahlet and a pen,) was robed with consummate taste and 
judgment, the black drapery covering her entire person, with 
the exception of the arm holding the recorded pen, whose 
alabaSter whiteness, in strong contrast with the surrounding 
stole, had a fine effect; heightened as it was by the attitude 
of the head, which, turning towards one side, happened to 
have its countenance in the very direction where stood the 
vacant seat of Mr. Apams, asif in the act of recording the 
solemn circumstances of his death. ‘That seat, by order of 
the House, was draped in the deepest mourning, and, by the 
fact of its vacancy, recalled every beholder to the blow 


which had there fallen, like a thunderbolt from a cloudless | 


sky. The portraits of Wasntnton and of Larayvetre, on 
casting a melancholy dimness over the features, without 
entirely concealing them, the frames being covered with a 
deeper biack. The effect of this, too, was very fine, most 
truly representing what would have been the feeling of both 
those distinguished men, if alive to witness the solemn 
scene; for Wasutncron gave the deceased his first com- 
mission, and Larayetre embraced him in his arms when 
taking his last adieu of America. ‘ 

The members gradually arrived and filled up their seats in 
the Hall,a portion, however, being reserved for the Senate. 

The space in the central area, infront of the Clerk’s table 
was furnished with seats for the Judges, the Cabinet, the 
Diplomatic Corps, and the Committee of Arrangements, con- 
sistihg of one member from each State of the Union: while, | 
in its centre, stood a table, covered with a black velvet | 
pall, to support the corpse. 


Officers of the Army and Navy, as they entered the Hall, | 


had seats assigned them next in the rear of the Foreign Min- | 
isters. By an unfortunate omission, no seats were reserved | 


for the Clergy; but as a number ef them arrived, not only || 
from the city, but from Baltimore, Alexandria, and several || 


from Massachusetts, they were conducted by the officers of | 


the House to favorable positions. 


The members of the Diplomatic Body arrived severally, 
from time to time, and not in a body: some of them mani- | 


i 
presence of the assembled authorities of the nation, by ap- | 


fested their respect for the solemn occasion, and for the 


pearing in their full official dresses, with their respective 
orders and decorations, while others seem to have deemed 


it more m § eee to appear insimple black. The contrast 
could not strike the eye.— National [I i 


GLOBE. 


| General George Gibson, 


either hand of the chair, were covered over with thin erape, || 
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Holy Writ, and addressed the throne of Heavenly 


Grace in a meek and devout prayer. 

He then read a hymn which had been selected 
for the oceasion, and which was sung with admir- 
able skill and impressive effect by the choir. As 
the wailing notes swelled and sank away in melan- 
choly cadence, their placid, stilling, and solennizing 
effect was obvious to the eye, in the countenances 
of the listening auditory, and prepared them for 
the address which followed, from these words in 
Job, ‘dnd thine age shall be clearer than the noon- 
day: thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morn- 
ing: and thou shalt be secure, because there is hope.”’— 
(Chapter xi. 17.) 

The address was followed by a closing hymn and 
the Apostolic benediction, when the funeral pro- 
cession began to be formed, the corpse was borne 
out of the Hall, the several public bodies fell into 
their place, passing in succession along the broad 
aisle and through the north door into the Rotundo, 
and so out on the eastern portico, and down the 
great flight of steps to the open area in front, 
where carriages were in waiting to receive them. 

The procession then moved in the following or- 
der, to the Congressional Burying Ground, where 


the body was deposited, but in a few days is to be 
removed to Quincy: 


| Military escort of Cavalry-and Infantry, of Wesh- 


ington and Alexandria. 
Band. 
The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements. 


Pall-Bearers: 
Hon. J. J. McKay, N.C. 3 ( Hon. Truman Smith, Con. 
Hon. Linn Boyd, Ken. = | Hon. J. R. logersoil, Penn. 
Hon. J. UC. Calhoun, 8. C. | @&} Hon. T. H. Benton, Mo. 
Chief Justice R. B. Taney, | Hon. Justice J. McLean, 


Com. Charles Morris, 
Hon. Thos. H. Crawford. 


Mr. J. F. Harvey, Conductor of the Car. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The Senators and Representatives from the State 
of Massachusetts, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House. 

The House of Representatives of the United 
States, preceded by their Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House of Representatives, 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

The Senate, preceded by their President and 
Secretary. 

The other officers of the Senate. 

The President of the United States. 

The Heads of Departments. 

The Judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and its officers. 

The Judges of the Circuit and District Courts of 
the District of Columbia, and its officers. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 

The Comptrollers, Auditors, and other Heads of 
Bureaus of the several Departments of the 
Government, with their officers. 

Officers of the Army and Navy at the seat of 
Government. 

Members of Maryland Legislature. 

The Corporations of Washington and Alexandria. 
The Columbia Typographical Society. 
Officers and students of Georgetown College. 
Officers and students of Columbia College. 
Literary Institutions. 

Fire Companies of the District. 

Odd Fellows. 

Citizens and Strangers. 

The whole proceeding was conducted with great 
decorum and dignity, and the universal interest ex- 


edo 


Hon. W. W. Seaton, ° 


‘cited among people of ail classes to witness it 


shows the deep hold the event itself had taken on 
the public mind. 





* The coffin was covered with black velvet and ornamented 
with silver lace. The silver breastplate presented the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

Joux Quincy ApaMs, 


An Inhabitant of Messachusetts, July 11, 1787. 
i 
A Citizen of the United States, 
In the Capitol of Washington, 


February 23, 1848; 
Having served his ornare for Half a century, 


nd 
Enjoyed its Highest Honors. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 28, 1848. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


MRS. ADAMS. | 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and asked the | 
unanimous consent of the House to complete the 
honors which they had bestowed upon its late 
most illustrious member, by giving to his widow 
the same mark of national respect which had been 
conferred by law upon Mrs. Madison and Mrs. | 
Harrison, to wit, that of sending and receiving 
through the mail all letters and papers free of 
postage. 

He sent up to the Clerk’s table the bill which he 
had prepared, and he trusted there would be no 
objection to its immediate —— 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., ‘That all letters and packets eamried to 
and from Louisa Catharine Adams, widow of the late John 
Quincy Adams, be conveyed tree of postage during her nat- 
ural life. 

Mr. SAWYER suggested to Mr. Incersou., 
that upon Mrs. Madison had been conferred the 
privilege of this Hall, and that the same mark of 
respect should be extended to Mrs. Adams. 

Mr. C.J.INGERSOLL. ‘That cannot be done | 
by act of Congress. In the case referred to, the 

privilege was granted by a simple resolution of the 
fouse. ‘This is alaw of Congress. 

The bill, by unanimous consent, received its 
second reading. 
And then, having been ordered to be engrossed 

and read a third time now— 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 


MR. ADAMS. 

Mr. ASHMUN, on leave, offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Conimittee of Arrangements be direct- 
ed to cuuse to be published, in pamphict form, and in such 
manner as may seem to them appropriate for the use of the 
House, twenty Uiousand copics of the addresses made by the 
Speaker and the members ofthis House, and of the addresses 
made to the Senate, together with the discourse of the Rev. 
Mr. Gurley, upon the oceasion of the death of the Hon. Joun 
Quincy ADAMS. 


Mr. SLUNGERLAND moved to amend the res- 
olution by striking out ‘* twenty thousand” and | 
inserting ‘* forty thousand.” Disagreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (under a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose,) presented certain 


ed to inquire into the justice and expediency of granting a 


resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Ten- | 


nessee, viz: 

A resolution relating to the service of Captains | 
Gillespie, Peake, Vernon, and Rogers, with their 
companies as mounted volunteers in the service of 
the United States in the year 1836; 

A resolution in relation to horses lost by volun- 
teers in the United States service in the ries 
war; 

A resolution for an increase in the pay of the | 
privates in our army in Mexico; 

Which resolutions were severally read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. LEVIN, from the Committee on Engrav- 
ing, made a report recommending that one copy of 
the map and drawings accompanying the report of | 


Lieutenant Emory be engraved and attached to | 


each printed copy of said report; 


Also, from the same committee, made a report 


recommending that the map accompanying the me- 


morial of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia Rail- | 


road Company, (on which memorial Mr. Kine, 
of Georgia, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


made a report,) be engraved and attached to each 


printed copy of said report; 
Which said reports were severally adopted. 


Mr. GAYLE, on leave, presented a memorial | 
of the Legislature of Alabama in favor of cash or 
scrip in liew of worthless lands heretofore granted 
by Congress for the use of schools. Referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| Iumbia; which account extends through several years, and || 
, consists of about two hundred items, amounting in the | 


| That four persons designated as ““Meade’s negroes”’ 


} 
|| resolutions on the Speaker’s table. 


| That Sarah A. Robinson was kept in ‘said ‘jail four 


Mr. CRISFIELD, on leave, presented resolu- || 


tions of the Legislature of Maryland in favor of an || 


appropriation for a light-boat on the Seven Foot 

noll, in the Chesapeake bay, for a light-house on | 
Greenbury Point, and a light-house on Flat Ca 
at the mouth of Annamessex river. Referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. PILLSBURY, on leave, presented resolu- | 


tions of the Legislature of Texas, protesting against 
the relinquishment of the Mexican provinces or 
States without indemnity; and also against any law 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





which shall be intended to prevent the citizens of || 
slaveholding States from taking their property with 
them in emigrating to said acquired territory. Re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. CUMMINS rose to a question of order. |, 
He submitted that, under the 36th rule, this day 
was set apart for the calling of the States for res- | 
olutions. 
Mr. MURPHY moved to suspend the rules, in 
order that the States might be called for petitions. 
Mr. STEPHENS inquired if resolutions of State | 
Legislatures could not be received in order under 
the call for resolutions ? 
The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The question being taken, the House refused to | 
suspend the rules. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if the joint 
resolution giving the thanks of Congress to certain || 
officers of the army, which was under considera- || 
tion, and on which the main question had been or- 
dered when the proceedings of the House had been 
interrupted by the melancholy event which had oc- || 
curred here during the last week, was not now in | 
order as the first question? 

The SPEAKER replied that this resolution was || 
not now in order, but had taken its place on the 
Speaker’s table, and would come up in order with 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States || 
for resolutions, commencing at the State where the 
call ceased on the last resolution day, viz: New | 
York. 

On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of New York, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Judiciary be instruet- | 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law against , 
the importation of foreign criminals and paupers into the || 
United States; er else, in some way, to relieve the several 
seaport and lake towns from the onerous burdens arising || 
from a fearful and unprecedented increase of foreign pau- 
pers. | 

On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, 


| 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be direct- 


bounty in land to such soldiers of the old fourth regiment of || 
United States infantry as served during any part of the last || 
war with Great Britain. | 


On motion of Mr. SHERRILL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- || 
lishing a post-route from Gilboa, in Schoharie county, New || 
York, by way of Jefferson and North Harpersfield, to Daven- || 
port, in Delaware county, New York. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, moved the follow- | 
ing preamble and resolution: | 

Whereas there has been presented to this House and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, a petition of | 
Alexander Hunter, Esq., marshal of the District of Colum- || 
bia, praving for the settiement and payment of an account || 
against the United States for the cOmmitment, feeding, and || 
releasement of persons claimed as staves or fugitives from |) 
service and committed as such to the custody of the said | 
marshal in the jail of the United States in the District of Co- | 


aggregate to &5,361 60; and whereas it appears by the said |! 
account that one Moses Thornton was kept in said jail 
for the space of twelve hundred and forty days, for which 
such marshal has charged the United States....... $421 60 





were kept in'said jail five hundred and eighty-five 

days each, for which said marshal has charged the 

Cinltnd DROS ins oss nngs vss tabvewss cveekee -.-- 795 60 
And had been before kept in said jail over fifty days 

each, for which said marshal has charged the 

Wimited BUG. iss ii5s0e'cs's ke ive bet DEN oe - 728 
That eight persons, designated as “ Buckner’s ne- 

groes,’? were keptin said jail four hundred and 

sixty-two days each, for which said marshal has | 

charged the United States........ Sse cueve aseses 1,336 64 
That William Burrows and Joseph Armstrong were 

kept in said jail four hundred and forty-three days 

each, for which said marshal has charged the 

United States...... Jee¥e wee 


| 
| 
| 


301 24 
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within the District accepted for the permanent seat of - 


Government of the United States should not be affected by 
ul Of the 


such acceptance unri! the time fixed for the removz 
Government thereto, “and until Congress shal} otherwise 


|| by law provide,” and the act of Congress entitled © Ay acy 


concerning the District of Columbia,”’ passed February 97, 


|| 1801, by which it is enacted * that the laws of the State of 
|| § Virginia, as they now exist, shall be and continue in force 


‘jn that partof the Distriet of Columbia which was ceded } 

‘said State to the United States, and by them accepted as 
‘the permanent seat of Government; and that the laws of 
‘the State of Maryland, as they now exist, shall be and con. 
‘tinue in force in that partof the said District which wag 


| eeded by that State to the United States and by them ac. 


‘cepted as aforesaid ;” and that the justices of the peace 


| appointed in such District by the President of the Uniteq 


States “shall, in all matters civil and criminal, and in what. 
‘ever relates to the conservation of the peace, have all the 
‘ powers vested in, and shall perform all the duties required 
‘of, justices of the peace, as individual magistrates by the 
‘jaws before continued in force in those parts of said Djs. 


| § trict for which they shall have been respectively appointed; 


and whereas such commitments and detentions can only be 
authorized under the said aets of Congress or some other acy 


| or acts of Congress authorizing the same; and whereas the 


use of the public jail of the United States within the District 


| of Columbia, (while owned and controled by the United 


States, and maintained at their expense,) for the detention 


| and safekeeping of persons claimed as slaves or fuyitives 


from service is not required for the full and perfect mainte. 
nance of the compromises of the Constitution ; and whereas 
the further ase for the purposes aforesaid of the publie jail 


| of the territory in which Congress has by the Constitution 
| the express power of exclusive legislation, is ne interference 


with the domestic institutions of the States, more especially 


| if the right of recapture, by the master or his agent, is leit 


to act with full force upou the runaway slave or fugitive 
from service ; and sueh ase is repugnant to the feelings ofa 
large majority of the people of the United States: There- 
fore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby, directed to report to this House, with al} 
convenient speed, a bill repealing all laws of Congress, and 
abrogating, so far as they are operative or in force in the 
District of Columbia, all laws of the State of Maryland which 


|| authorize or require the eourts, officers, or magistrates of 


the United States, or of the said District, within the District 


|| of Columbia, to issue process for arrest, or commit to the 


jail of the said District any runaway or other slave or fugi- 
tive from service, or colored person claimed as such, except 
on due compiaint and proof of, or on a conviction for, some 
crime or inisdemeanor, the commission of which by any 
free white person would authorize in the same manner the 
arrest, commitment, and detention of such white person in 
like manner charged with or convicted thereof. 


Mr. HALL moved the previous question. 
After inquiries by Mr. McKAY and Mr, CUM- 
MINS, the question on seconding the previous 


| question was put, and the House refused to second 
|| the previous question. The resolution accordingly 


lies over. 
Mr. WHITE moved the following resolution, 


which was read: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to this 
House a list containing all the contracts entered into since 
the Ist of December, 1846, stating, first, the name of the 
contractor and sureties; seeond, the nature and amount of 
each contract, whether advertised or not by publishing in 
one or more newspapers, the rate at whieh contracts were 
made, the prices paid for services performed or articles fur- 
nished ; thirdly, what contracts have been fulfilled or per- 
formed, and what have not been, furnishing the reasons 
why, and whether any, and if any, what measures have been 
taken to enforce the performance, or secure the Government 
against loss by proceeding against the sureties; fourthly, 
whether higher prices have been paid to other persons who 
have performed, in whole or in part, any contracts or orders 
which have been undertaken by others, with the reasons for 
paying or allowing such extra or higher prices, giving the 
name and residence of such contractors and their sureties, 
! and whether public notice was given of the failure of the 
| parties to execute their contracts; also, showing whether 
| the same parties who failed to. perform their engagements 
| were interested in subsequent contracts at the same or higher 

rates. 


Mr. W. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 

| pose of considering the resolution. Disagreed to. 
Mr. NELSON moved the following resolution, 

which was read and laid over under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of Patents be, and he is 





hundred and twenty-one days, for which said 
marshal has charged the United States.......... 
That Peyton Harris was kept in said jail three hun- 


143 14 


dred and twenty-one days, for which said mar- 1] 


109 14 | 


73 
| 


shal has charged the United States.............. 
And that five several persons, the cause of whose 
commitment is stated in said account to be a peti- 
tion for freedom, were kept in said jail for one 
hundred and eleven, one hundred and seventy- 
two, two hundred and thirty-two, three hundred 
and seventy-one, and three hundred and seventy- 
one days, respectively, for which said marshal has 
charged the United States............+se000.... 437 38 
And whereas it is claimed und alleged by or on behalf of the | 
said marshal that the commitment and detention of said per- | 
sons claimed to be slaves was authorized and required by 
the laws of the United States, and was under and by virtue | 
of warrants, orders, or process of courts or magistrates of the 
United States within the District of Columbia, and that the 
United States are therefore bound to pay the said account; 
and whereas it is supposed that the said commitments and 
detentions were authorized by the act of Congress entitled 
‘* An act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat 
of the Government of the United Pa passed July 16, | 
1790, by which it was provided that the laws of the States 


hereby, requested to furnish this House with a list or state- 
ment of all patents which have heretofore been granted by 
| the United States for ploughs, or for improvements in the 
construction of ploughs, setiing forth the date of each patent, 
| to whom granted, with the specification of the invention or 
| improvement claimed by the patentees severally and respect- 
_ ively; whether any and which of said patents have been 
| renewed or extended, and for what periods of time, with 


such other facts as may he in his power to give as shall bet- 
ter enable this House to judge of the merits of the invention 
claimed by Jethro Wood, of the cast-iron plough. 


On motion of Mr. GOTT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures be 
instructed to ascertain and reportto this House the expenses 
of the war with Mexico, giving the items of such expenses 
as far as practicable. 


Mr. LORD moved the following resolution, 
which was read and laid over under the ce “ 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of Patents be req 
by Gels House to caliente eee macaivenien sad 
etallic air-tight > for 
enfe tram a of bodies, to be examined and 
upon without delay. 


vel 


lie 
pt 


re 
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“Mr. DUER moved the following resolution: | By Mr. HOLMES, of ai Masies or - bill ‘ 


Resowed, That no member who is permitted to make a | 

rsonal explanation shall be allowed to speak more than 
ven minutes in making such explanation. 

The resolution was required, under the rules, to 
lie over one day. 

Mr. D. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 
jose of considering the resolution. Agreed to. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, then moved to refer the 
resolution to the Committee on the Rules. Agreed 


to. 





| 
PROHIBITION OF SLAVERY. | 
Mr. PUTNAM moved the following preamble 
j 

| 


and resolution : 

Whereas, in the settlement of the difficulties pending be- 
eween this country and Mexico, territory may be acquired 
in which slavery docs not now exist; and whereas Congress, 
in the organization of a Territorial Government at an early 

eriod of our political history, established a principle worthy | 


of imitation in all future time, forbidding the existence of 


slavery in free territory: Therefore, 

Resolved, That in any territory which may be acquired 
from Mexico, over which shall be established Territorial 
Governments, slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime, whereof the party shail have been 
duly convicted, should be forever prohibited; and that, ia 
any act or resolution establishing such Governments, a fund- 
amental provision ought to be inserted to that effect. 


Mr. P. moved the previous question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided by 
yeas and nays. 

After the roll was called through, Mr. C. J. 
INGERSOLL rose and asked leave to vote. He 
said he was not, he believed, exactly within the 
bar when his name was called, being engaged at 
the reporter’s desk. He had, however, entered 
before the name immediately following his own 
was called. If allowed to vote, he would vote aye. 
His vote was not received. 

Mr. MURPHY rose and said he was not with- 
in the bar when his name was called, but he asked 
leave to vote. It being objected to, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the 
rules to allow Mr. Mureny and himself to vote. 
Disagreed to. 

The result was then announced, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Bayly, Bedinger, Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, Brodhead, Charles Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Cathcart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William- 
son R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, Dick- 
inson, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Featherston, Ficklin, 
French, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, W. 
P. Hall, Haralson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, 
Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, Inge, lverson, Jackson, 
Jameson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufinag, Kennon, Thomas Butler 
King, La Sére, Levin, Ligon, lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClernand, McKay, McLane, Mann, Miller, Morehead, 
Morse, Outlaw, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, 
Preston, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Roman, Sawyer, 
Shepperd, Si:npson, Sims, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stephens, 
Thibodeaux, Thomas, ‘Tompkins, John B. Thompson, R. 
A. Thompson, ‘Toombs, Turner, Venable, Wick, Williams, 
Wiley, and Woodward—105, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bingham, Brady, Butler, 
Canby, Collamer, Collins, Conger»Cranston, Crowell, Cum- 
mins, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, 
Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinneil, Hale, N. 
K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Henry, Elias B. Holmes, J. W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Irvin, Jenkins, James H. Johason, Kellogg, Daniel 
P. King, Lahm, William T. Lawrenee, Sidney Lawrence, 
Lefer, Lincoln, McClelland, Mclivaine, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, 
Pollock Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Root, Ramsey, St. John, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, 
Stingerland, Caleb B. Smith, 'Truman Smith, Starkweather, 
Andrew Stewart, C. E. Stuart, Strohm, Tallmadge Taylor, 
Richard W. Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, 


Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Went Thi i 
_ ee = ; » Wentworth, White, Wilmot, 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 


an BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Bills, of which previous notice had been given, 
were introduced, as follows: 

By Mr. HUNT: A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Abraham Hogeboom, deceased. 

By Mr. JENKINS: A bill to regulate the com- 
pensation of postmasters, to exempt certain news- 
papers from postage, and to reduce the postage on 
transient newspapers. 
_ By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill grant- 
ng a quantity of land to the State of Mississippi 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of cer- 
tain rivers in that State. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


N Otices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given as follows: 
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authorize the Brockport and Clarkson Plank Rodd 
Company to import from Canada a certain quanti- 
ty of lumber free of duty. 

By Mr. JENKINS: Of a bill to satisfy claims 


| for bounty lands for military services in both wars 


i 





| had been left out. 


|i with Great Britain. 


DEFICIENT APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. Hunt, of New York, in the chair,) | 


on the bill further to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th June, 1848. 

Mr. VINTON said, in printing the bill one item 
He moved to insert it, to come 
in before the item ‘* for one floating light,” &e. 

This clause, he said, had been in the bill as re- 
ported from the committee, but had, through inad- 
vertence, been omitted in the printed copy. The 
amendment was agreed to. 

The item appropriating $706 15 for superintend- 
ent’s commission of 2} per cent. on $28,246, having 
been read— 

Mr. MULLIN desired information on the ne- 
cessity for this appropriation. 

Mr. VINTON stated that the committee had 
received a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on the subject, which he would send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read for the information of the 
House. {The letter was read accordingly. ] 

Mr. V. briefly explained, stating that the com- 
mission here to be appropriated was at the rate 
which the Government had usually allowed. 

The item was then agreed to. 

The item appropriating $5,000 for the contingent 
expenses of the Treasury Department having been 
read— F 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the bill by 
striking it out. Mr. S. observed that these ‘ con- 
tingent expenses of the Treasury Department” had 
been incurred, mainly, by the transmission of spe- 
cie funds belonging to the United States from one 
part of the country to another. Now, there was 
on the Speaker’s table a call upon the Secretary 
of the Treasury to report to Congress the amount 
of expenditure which had been incurred by the 
adoption of the ‘‘ independent treasury,’? which 
remained to be acted upon. The reply would show 
that the amount inserted in this deficiency bill as 
“contingent expenses of the Treasury Depart- 
ment” consisted chiefly of cost of transportation, 
the necessity for which had arisen exclusively from 
the adoption of the sub-treasury policy of the De- 
mocratic party. 

Mr. S. said he had voted against going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on this bill, because the House 
was not in possession of the requisite information, 
though it had been repeatedly demanded, to enable 
it to judge of the necessity for these deficiencies 
which it was called upon to supply. At the last 
session no information could be obtained, because 
as soon as a resolution was introduced by Mr. S.’s 
side of the House making a call on the President, 
or either of the heads of departments, for facts the 
House ought to know, it was instantly voted down. 
Those who then constituted the majority in the 
House were willing to “go it blind,” and the 
stifled all inquiry into public abuses. But, althoug 
those who had then been a powerless minority on 
that floor were now in the majority, or claimed to 
be so, things did not seem to go much better now 
as to the obtaining of necessary and proper infor- 
mation than they had done before. The House 
was continually hurried into Committee of the 
Whole and called upon to vote supplies and to ap- 
propriate to meet deficiencies in the treasury, while 
resolution after resolution still lay on the Speaker’s 
table, and it seemed impossible to get them acted 
on. His recollection was er called, in the 
first place, to a resolution he had himself offered, 
making inquiry as to the necessity of the forma- 
tion of a civil government in Santa Fé and New 
Mexico; the appointment there of an attorney gen- 
eral, of judges, and other officers of a civil shares 
ter; by what authority such a government was set 
up, and these officers commissioned; under what 
law their salaries were paid, and how the money 
was provided. But no reply had been obtained to 
the inquiry. Had the Government responded, the 
answer would most probably have shown that 
much of the deficit for which the House was now 
called on to provide had arisen from such unau- 
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| thorized and illegal squandering of the money of 


391 


the nation: how much was justly attributable to 


; 
| 
| 
| 
|| such a source none in that House, at least none on 
{ 
} 


his side of it, could tell. 

Then a gentleman from New York, on his left, 
had introduced a resolution calling on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for a return of the amount of 
revenue received in each collection district,and how 
many persons were employed and kept on Gov- 
ernment pay to collect and receive it. What did 
that mean? The House were trying to get at the 
real state of facts upon the northern frontier, where 
it was generally believed there were collection dis- 


| tricts in which the whole amount of revenue col- 


lected did not half pay the salaries of the Govern- 
ment employés, who were nominally engaged in 


| collecting duties, but where, around every litle 
| office along the line, there was gathered a group of 
| hungry office-holders, ready and waiting like rav- 


| of those memorable three rmilions ? 





| enous cormorants to devour the little sums that 


came in as a godsend to fill their bellies and put 
some of Uncle Sam’s money in their pockets. To 
what extent this was true the House were not 

ssessed of the means of knowing; but certainly 
it would be well that the House should know before 
they voted a bill like this, to make up deficiencies 
thus created. 

Another resolution had been offered by a gen- 
tleman from Virginia over the way, calling upon 
the President to tell the House for what specific 
objects the three millions of dollars had been de- 
manded and placed at his discretion at the last 
session: whether the money had yet been disposed 
of, and the instructions given by his order touch- 
ing its application. But no answer was vouch- 
safed from the White House. What had become 
Possibly the 
Committee on Ways and Means might know; it 
was possible they were able to tell the nation 
whether this money had been spent or not; but as 
to most of the other members of the House, Mr. 
S. believed they remained profoundly in the dari. 
And yet they were called on to legislate and to 
appropriate more money, while all information as 
to how money already granted had been employed 
was refused. : 

Another resolution had been offered calling for 


| information as to the appointment of secret inspec- 
| tors in New Hampshire during the last three years, 


and what compensation these unknown dignitaries 
received, and by what law. Could the truth be 
brought out, it would probably appear that the 
public money had been squandered to pay Gov- 
ernment favorites whose employment was wholly 
unnecessary. 

He found, in the next place,a resolution proposed 
by his colleague, calling for information more di- 
rectly connected with the item of this bill now 
under discussion, viz: as to the amounts of money 
transferred ynder the sub-treasury system; what 
rule had been observed in allowing compensation 
for such transfers; and what had thus far been the 
total expense. No answer had been given to this 
inquiry, more than to all the rest; yet the House 
were called on to vote money to pay for this very 
expenditure. This laying out of money for the 
transportation of specie from one end of the coun- 
try to the other was a part of the working of the 
blessed sub-treasury system. Was it too much to 
ask that before the House voted the a 
in this bill they should first demand to know some- 
thing about how this large deficit arose ? 

Then there was another call for information 
which had met with no better fate; it had been 
offered by a gentleman from Florida, asking to 
know what officers of our army were absent from 
the field on leave. What did a call like this mean? 
This, too, had a direct connection with the public 
expenditures, and therefore was germane to the 
object of this bill. Congress were called on by the 
Executive department for more men and money 
to carry on the war in Mexico, and the President 
wanted more commissioned officers whom it would 
be for him to appoint. Now, was it not fit that 
the House should know whether there were not 
general and other officers unemployed ? 

Some time ago when generals, one or two, re- 
turned from the field of glory. in Mexico, they 
were gazed at as a sort of prodigies, and feted, and 
feasted, and lauded, and toasted, till it seemed as 
if we could not do enough to show our admiration 
and gratitude for their achievements; but now offi- 
cers of all grades, from generals to ouye , had 
become so common on our avenues and about our 
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hotels, that, like other commodities in market | House should demand and receive, direct from 


which obeyed the universal law of demand and 

supply, they had fallen wonderfully in value as | 
things to be stared at; if not far below their par 

value, at least far below that very high estimation 

which had been set upon them at the beginning 

of the session. All these officers might possibly | 
be regularly and properly here on leave of ab- 

sence, duly ceonted and richly earned. He meant 

to insinuate nothing to the contrary. Yet it was | 
surely no more than proper that members of Con- 

gress should know whether such was the case, 

and, while more officers were loudly called for, 

that we should be informed whether those we had 

already were all found just where they ought to | 
be. 

But these were not all the resolutions of inquiry 
that remained stull without reply. ‘There had been 
another passed asking under what law the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had levied a tariff of duties on 
ge imported into all the ports of Mexico, and 
»y what authority the President undertook to 
apply the a thus collected to the support of 
our army in a foreign country? This surely was 
an innocent inquiry, but it had been left unan- 
swered. Here was an Executive who, without any 
action of Congress, undertook, of his own mere 
pleasure, as an incident to the war power, to levy 
a whole tariff of duties on goods imported into all | 
the ports of Mexico, and then to spend the money 
thus gathered in the pay of the army. 

Had that House, though holding in an especial 
manner the keys of the treasury, and with whom 
alone all money bills must originate, any distinct 
understanding how this money was raised, or how 
itwas spent? Notat all: they were told there was 
a deficit of means in the treasury, and they were 
called on to make good the sums required; but | 
none of their inquiries were answered, and all the 
light they asked for was sedulously excluded. 

Every one remembered the very able speech 
made by his colleague, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Viwron,] in 
which he showed that when the Administration, | 
at the last session of Congress asked for a loan of 
$23,000,000, they ought, from the facts then before 
them, to have asked for one of $40,000,000; and that 
even now, when they had asked for $16,000,000 
more, and the House had authorized it, making | 
an amount of about $40,000,000. still more and 
more would be wanted to get through with the 
present fiscal year. Now, was it too much to | 
inquire how far the necessity for these demands 
might be obviated by the system of finance which 
the Executive, on his own responsibility, had 
established, and was carrying on over the con- 
quered country? 

He might go over their calendar, and comment 
upon various propositions that had been made to | 
the House asking information from the Executive, 
or from the Executive departments, upon the very 
subjects upon which from day to day they were 
called to legislate. He desired never to see this 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, until, by following up the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table, it had disposed of these 
various calls, and obtained from the Executive and 
his various departments all the light upon subjects 
on which Congress was called to act, which the 
Executive could afford if he would, and would 


have to afford, if distinctly demanded by Congress, + 


unless he should again assert his prerogative and 
declare that they were required to legislate blindly ; 
and that it was enough for them to know what he | 
asks, without knowing what might be the occasion 
which led to his asking it. 

For this reason he had submitted the motion to | 
strike out this particular provision. Upon the in- 
formation called for by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. ») they had had a letter from | 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury explaining some of | 
these deficiencies, and amone others this very item | 
which he had moved to strike out, appropriating 
for the transfer of money from place to place under 
the sub-treasury act. This communication was | 
made to the chairman of the Committee of Ways. 
and Means alone; and unless they drew it from. 
him this House would have no licht upon the 
various important subjects on which they were 
called to act. The Committee of Ways and Means 
and its chairman were ready, he dared say, at all 
times to give such information as they had. But 
was that the proper mode of legislation? Would 
it not be better that upon these various topics the | 


| aries, 





the Executive and his departments, full and satis- 
factory information before they commenced voting 
away the people’s money either for deficiencies or 
any other demands. 

Take another item. Here was a proposition to 
give a commission of two and a half per cent. 
upon some twenty-eight thousand dollars, making 
a commission of over seven hundred dollars for 
the payment of this amount of appropriations : 
‘*for superintendent’s commission on $28,246, at 
25 per cent., $706 15.”" Who was this “ superin- 
tendent?’’ Was he some official, some clerk sent 
down from some one of these departments here, 
to perform this onerous duty? By what propriety 
of law or custom was that payment to be made? 
He did not understand that even the Committee 
of Ways and Means had the information why 
they were called upon to vote this appropriation. 
But, however it might be with reference to this, 
there were many other items, and items of import- 
ance, on which the House was altogether destitute 
of that information which they ,had the right to 
have from the Executive, in order to enable them 
to act understandingly and with due regard to the 
interests of their constituents and the wants of the 
public service. 

He now came back to the motion he had made— 
to strike out this item appropriating five thousand 
dollars for the transfer of moneys from place to 
place—for carting about gold a silver under the 
sub-treasury system. If he had no other reason 
for making the motion, it was reason enough that 
there remained on the Speaker’s table a resolution 
asking the Executive to state to this House what 
had been the expenses incident to the operation of 
this system, from what places money had been 
removed, and what rule had been adopted in re- 
gard to paying agents for this service. He wanted 
light on the subject before he was called upon to 
act. 

Mr. MULLIN moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out also the section appro- 
priating for superintendent’s commission of 25 per 
cent. on $28,246, $706 15. 

He briefly explained the grounds on which he 
made the motion. He was understood to say that 
this compensation was proposed simply for paying 
out this money, and that the officers who were to 
discharge the duty were now receiving regular sal- 
He objected to providing for extra pay to 
them, and moved to strike out the clause. 

Mr. McKAY, in reference to Mr. Muxuiw’s mo- 
tion, and to his remarks and the remarks of Mr. 
Scnenck on the subject, said, if the gentleman 
would take the trouble to look into former appro- 
priation bills, they would find that this was nota 
new item. It was an old item, an item sanctioned 
for along time. What was meant by “superin- 
tendents’’ was the collectors of your customs, who 
were scattered all along your seaboards and lake 
shores, and who, as superintendents of light-houses, 
were to disburse the appropriations made for them, 
and to have a general supervision over them. 

Two years ago a proviso had been made to an 
appropriation bill, and was now the law of the 
land, that no collector whose compensation was 
two thousand dollars should receive any of these 
commissions. And there was another law that no 
public officer who was required to perform extra 
duty—duty not connected with the office he held— 
should receive for such extra service more than 
four hundred dollars per annum. The payment 
of these commissions was a matter of economy; 
for if they did not require these collectors to per- 
form this duty, which was in nowise connected 
with their office, and for which they were allowed 


| the small compensation of two and a half per cent., 


the consequence would be, that we should have to 
support officers at an expense of three, four, or 
five times this amount for this purpose. The col- 
lectors at New York, Boston, Portland, Philadel- 
phia, New Orleans, and in all our other collection 
districts, were to discharge this duty of superin- 
tendence; and where, as in the case of several of 
those he had mentioned, they received salaries of 
two thousand dollars or over, they received no 
extra compensation for this extra service; but there 
were many small ports where our collectors did 
not receive more than four, five, or six hundred 
dollars a year, and where they were required to 
perform this extraordinary duty, not at all pertain- 
ing to their proper business, they were allowed 
this small compensation of two and a half per cent., 
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/ent system. 


| to it to some extent. 
| 











instead of employing other officers especially for 
this purpose. Gentlemen might strike out the 


devolve upon them to provide some other way in 
which these duties might be discharged. Fort him. 
self, he thought it was economy to retain the pres. 
He admitted he did not like this 
ractice of officers receiving extra compensation, 
e had had some little agency in having put a stop 

We had now a law on our 
statue book saving thousands of dollars by cutting 
off this practice. n 


| appropriation, if they pleased; and then it would 
| 


But here was a case where, on 


| the score of economy, it was best, and which seem- 


| 


ed the best mode of performing the duty. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, he voted with the 
entleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] against going 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and for the same reason that the honorable 
gentleman said he did; that was to say, because 
he preferred the regular order of business, instead 
of going on this day into anything that was out of 
the regular order. So far he agreed with the hon- 
orable gentleman from Ohio, but to his argument 
he altogether demurred. 

As respected, in the first place, the appropria- 
| tion for the independent treasury. The independ- 
ent treasury system was not now before them. It 
| had passed into a law; and refusing to vote appro- 
| priations under it was precisely the same as re. 
| fusing to vote appropriations for carrying on any 
of the other operations of the Government. Would 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio object to ap- 
propriations for the payment of custom-house offi- 
cers? Certainly not; though the gentleman and 
himself (Mr. I.) voted together against the tariff 
act of 1846. It was an appropriation, in principle, 
for carrying on the operations of this Government, 
and to refuse to vote it, was to withhold supplies 
in the worst possible shape in which it could be 
done. — 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. I. yielding for explana- 
tion) said he had not taken the ground that he 
would vote against any appropriation for carrying 
out any laws of the land including this sub-treasury 
enactment, because he was opposed to the scheme 
itself. It would be observed, that the appropriation 
to which he objected was an appropriation of sev- 
| eral thousands of dollars for paying for the transfer 
of funds from one place to another. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. No; the clause specifies that 
the appropriation is for ‘*expenses under the act 
| for i collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
| bursernent of the public revenue,’’ which are the 
very words of the title of what is known as the 
independent treasury act. - 

Mr. SCHENCK. We were advised, among the 
other merits of the sub-treasury scheme, that it was 
to be a particularly cheap plan of collecting, safe- 
keeping, and disbursing the public revenue; but 
we have hints now, from sources other than offi- 
cial, that in practice it does not prove a particularly 
cheap plan, but that the appropriations which are 
required under it for carting money from place to 
| place were not contemplated by the act, and, there- 
| fore, before Congress was called upon to appro- 
| priate money for an item like this, he thought it 
| would be well to have information from the Execu- 
| tive to explain why such an appropriation was ne- 
| cessary; and, aboveall, whether under the sub-treas- 
| ury, or under what act, he called upon Congress 
| to authorize such expenditures. 
| His appeal to this House was not to vote down 
this supply bill, but to take up the regular order of 
| 
' 


| 
| 





| 
| 


business on the Speaker’s table, and pass these 
resolutions of inquiry upon various su jects, and 
| especially such as would throw light upon supply 
| bills, so that, when they came to legislate, they 
| would have the facts and information before them 
| which were necessary in order to legislate under- 
| standingly; and his object was also to show that 
| the majority now here was—— : 
| Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL (interrupting and re- 
| suming*his remarks) said he meant to notice that. 
| It was part of his object to notice the animadver- 
| sions of the gentleman under which he and those 
| who were in a majority on this floor at the last 
session of Congress rested, viz: that they had re- 
| fused to the gentleman from Ohio and his friends, 
| information when they sought to obtain it from the 
Executive. But he submitted to the gentleman, 
and the common sense of every member of this 
House, whether his motion was not altogether 
misconceived and irregular? Why not move that 
the committee rise, and not move to strike out an 
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‘,dispensable 
Af Government as far as they could be stopped by 
euch a motion ? it 
He was not here for the purpose of eulogizing 
the inde yendent treasury, which the gentleman 
had so frequently been pleased to term the sub- 
treasury. In his opinion, it was one of the best 
and most important acts ever 
ress of the United States; and, so far as his por- 
ton of the country was concerned—if he was not 
ts character, not only with his party, but with 
all intelligent business men of Philadelphia, fora 
salutary influence upon the fiscal operations of the 
country. 
But he | é 
Ohio to tell him, if he could, of any instance in 


whch he, (Mr. I.,) and the party with which he | 


was connected—a majority in the last Congress, 
but now reduced to a minority—had thrown an 
obstacle in the way of those who were now the 
majority ; 
branches? _ has voter 
resolution in his life, for this simple reason, that 
he believed, in nineteen cases out of twenty, it was 
to give to the Executive the opportunity of ex- 


plaining something which appeared wrong; of | 
vindicating himself to the country by stating the | 


facts. And, if he mistook not, that was the course 
of the party with which he was associated in the 
jast Congress; and he did not think the gentleman 
from Ohio could point to any remarkable case in 


which there was a refusal on their part to interro- | 
gate the President to the full length desired by the | 


Opposition. 


‘He further remembered suggesting repeatedly || 


during that Congress, that under the law of 1789, | of entering his protest against all the gentleman’s | 


to which the independent treasur 
plement, which authorized the | 
Secretary of the Treasury to this bar and require 
him in person to give explanations, he repeatedly 
proposed—not on this floor, but in conversation 
with various gentlemen —that that provision should 


was but a sup- 


be enforced, and, if need be, that the Secretary of | 


the Treasury should be called upon to appear be- 
fore them. He particularly recollected making 
that suggestion to a gentleman from Kentucky, not 
now a member of Congress, who was then a very 
forward and a very important opponent of the 
present Administration, (Mr. Garrett Davis.) He 


should like to know of an instance in which this | 
He knew of no such | 


information was withheld. 
instance; and when the charge was made he denied 
it. He thought the gentleman from Ohio was 
altogether mistaken; he thought the gentleman had 


the same Opportunity then that he certainly takes | 


now occasionally, of addressing the House and of 
bringing resolutions to its notice, and he certain! 
was never overruled in any of his attempts to elicit 
information, 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and inquired if the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania said he 
(Mr. 8.) was mistaken when he stated that propo- 
sitions of inquiry of the Executive departments 
were many times voted down during the last Con- 

ress’ 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Why, does not the gentle- 
man remember we wanted to know somethin 
about Santa Anna’s pass? A resolution relating to 
the operations under the sub-treasury, similar to 
the very one to which we have been referring, was 
also voted down. He could give the gentleman a 
long string of resolutions that were voted down, or 
hot entertained at all, when the party with whom 
he acted wanted to make any call upon the other 
end of the avenue. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. As to Santa Anna’s pass, 
I confess I am obliged to pass that, for I do not 
recollect it. 

As to the * three millions’’—with which, from 
the position which he then occupied upon the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Aeffairs, but from which he was | 


now relieved, he had had a great deal to do—if the 
gentleman from Ohio would take the trouble to 
look into the act of Congress, as it was pro 
and enacted, and now stood on our statute-book, 
he would see that the President was not at liberty 
to spend one single dollar under any circumstances 
that had hitherto taken place ‘The act of Congress 
was plain—explicit, The President had not spent 
it, because he could not spend it; and any inquiry, 
’ny suspicion, was answered by the act itself. 
Now, as to the notice which the honorable gen- 
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item, which was to stop the wheels | 


ssed by the Con- | 


greatly mistaken—it had redeemed and established | 


desired the honorable gentleman from | 


interrogating the Executive in all its | 
He had never voted against such a | 


ouse to call the || 


tleman from Ohio had taken of certain military 
gentlemen, whose presence in this metropolis had 
given him some umbrage, he was sure that the 
gentleman could not fail to see that it was a little 
unfair to attack these honorable members of an- 
other profession when they had not an opportunity 
of answering anything that was said. He did not 
mean to say that the gentleman had said anything 
to their disparagement; but a word had fallen from 
him that had astonished him, (Mr. I.,) viz: that 
military stock was falling. Why, was it falling 
in Kentucky and Virginia too? If he was not mis- 
| taken, the conventions of those States had declared 
in favor of a military gentleman, who, according 
to the movements and notions of gentlemen on the 
other side, was to be the successor of the peaceable 
|| gentleman now in the Presidential chair. 

[In reply to something said by some gentleman 
in his seat, in relation to the nomination of General 
Taylor in Virginia—] 

Mr. I. said, he did not know who nominated 
‘(| him; but he had been nominated in two of the 
| most important States of this Union. He could 
| not, therefore, perceive that military stock was fall- 

ing; but, on the contrary, it was rising very high— 
| far above par—not only in Mexico, but here, there, 


| 


| and everywhere, as far as he could understand. 
| He did not know how it might be in the great 
| State of the chairman, (Mr. Hunt, of New York;] 
| but, excepting that, it was only when we got into 
|| the confederacy of *‘ steady habits,’’ as he was in- 
| formed, that this military stock was not very high 
| indeed. It seemed to him, therefore, that the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio was mistaken in this respect, as 
|| he was sure he was mistaken in all other respects. 
He had merely risen, therefore, for the purpose 


|| arguments. 

| Mr. SAWYER said he had taken the floor for 
| a few moments to congratulate the House and the 
| country upon the seeming change that had taken 
place on this floor. His colleague [Mr. Scnenck] 
| had this morning read a pretty severe lecture to 
} 


| ing in his work in the right way, and he had passed 
some pretty severe rebukes on his own party for 
the course they had taken. 
taken up the calendar and read divers resolutions 


cause they were not taken up and acted on, In 


‘| with whom he (Mr. Sawyer) acted were in a large 


| on that side of the House. But, now, why did he 
come here and repeat his complaint? The gentle- 
man’s own party were now in the majority, and 


1 


|| this bill now, they were taking a leap in the dark; 
| that they had not enlightened themselves on the 
|| subjects on which they were called to act. Sir, 
|| (said Mr. S.,) you have a majority in this House, 


| and how are you using it? 
1] 


|| on subjects foreign to the measures before you, 
|| you move an adjournment; the motion comes from 
| your side of the House; you adjourn over from 
|| Friday to Monday, week after week; and you use 


g | the whole of the time of the House in debating || 


|| questions about the war, or other questions which 
|| have no connection with the subjects before you. 
|| You offer resolutions looking forward to putting 
|, down the President of the Democratic party and 
|| elevating another certain individual to that same 
high place. All these resolutions are treated in 
| the same way. What do you do with them? 

You suffer them to lie on your table two or three 


| 


| months. The very first resolution my colleague | 


| (Mr. Scuencx] spoke of was his own resolution; 
| and he has never raised his voice on this floor to 
| attempt to take it up from the table. All these 

resolutions are of the same class; and now you 
| come here and complain that they are not passed, 


| 





priations which are indispensable to carry on the 
Government in time of war. He called upon gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House, and their 
constituents, and the country, to note the fact, that 
they had the majority, and conducted the business 
of the House in this way; and, when they were 





| called upon to vote supplies for carrying on the || 


|| Government, they got u 
|! complaints as a barrier. 
\l all the 


and inte these 
pon their heads rested 


GhOney 


his other colleague [Mr. Vinton] for not progress- | 


The gentleman had || 
lying on the Speaker’s table, and complained be- | 
| the first place, he told them, that when the party | 


majority on this floor, they prevented any action | 


yet he complained that the business on the Speak- | 
y |! er’s table was not disposed of; that, in passing 


Day after day, after | 
you have been in session a short time, speaking | 


and make that an excuse for voting against appro- || 


responsibility. If they were desirous of 
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advancing and despatching the affairs of the gene- 

» ral legislature, he asked them to go forward. His 
(Mr. S.’s) party were not responsible for the 
delays that had been incurred. When the Presi- 
dent’s message and the loan bill were under con- 
sideration in their order, day after day motions 
were made on his side of the House to take them 
out of Committee of the Whole and terminate de- 
bate. Immediately up jumped a member on the 
other side of the House and moved to ley the 
resolution on the table; the yeas and nays were 
called; and, by drawing tightly the cords of party, 
they laid it on the table. That was the way in 
which the majority of the House did the business 
of the country. 

His colleague also complained about the officers 
being about here. There was another gallant offi- 
cer who was glorifying through the country, and 
probably making some political capital, that they 
heard no complaint of from that quarter. 

What was the character of these men of whom 
they heard this complaint?) They were men who 
had been literally shot to pieces, who were unable 
to stay inthe army and any longer do their country 
service there; and the gentleman, his colleague, 
and others saw fit to get up in this Hall and de- 
= them as altogether out of the line of their 

uty. 

He had risen to congratulate the House on the 
great change which was about to take place. They 
had been now three months in session, and the 
most they had done was to grant registers to three 
or four vessels and pass a few private bills. Not 
one bill had yet been passed, or one efficient step 
taken towards (with one single exception) for- 
warding the public interests, and preparing to re- 
turn home to their constituents. It appeared to 
him that his colleague, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Vinton] would 

|, not thank his other colleague for the charge he had 
| made, that he [Mr. V.] had got all the information 
and refused to communicate it to the House. That 
| was a quarrel with which Mr. S. had nothing to 
do; he had desired simply to call attention to it, 
and to the mode in which the majority of the House 
were consuming the time without accomplishing 
— ‘ 
fr. GIDDINGS said he had entertained no ex- 
| pectation of addressing the committee until within 
a few minutes. Nor did he now intend to detain 
them long. He was disposed to take issue with 
| gentlemen who said thatthe Whigs had a majority 
in this body. He intended to say that it was a 
doubtful question which party had a majority, or 
|| whether either had. If we were to take the issue of 
1844, it was quite certain that the Whigs have not 
amajority. That party wag then unanimously op- 
posed to this war. It is now certain that a large 
majority of this House are in favor of sustaining 
it. The Whig party were then opposed to the 
extension of slavery. The vote of this morning 
shows a majority of thirteen in favor of extending 
the curse of human bondage and degradation upon 
soil now free. He repeated, that if we adopted 
| the great issue of 1844, the majority was opposed 
| to the Whigs. 
|| ‘he issues then adopted were of transcendent 
|| importance. Mr. Upshur, as Secretary of State, 
on the 8th August, 1843, put forth the novel, and, 
| at that time, unheard of doctrine, that it was the 
|| duty of the Federal Government to uphold and 
|| extend the institution of domestic slavery. The 
| declaration was taken up and repeated by the party 
| in this Hall and in the other end of the Capitol, in 
Southern primary conventions, by State Legisia- 
tures, in the public press, and by stump orators. 
| The annexation of Texas, to secure slavery in that 
Government and sustain it in this, was the avowed 
| policy of the Democratic party. The issue thus 
| tendered was accepted by Mr. Clay, who, in his 
speech at Raleigh, North Carolina, laid down a 
synopsis of Whig doctrine, in which he declared 
| that “the support, by the several States, of their 
| own peculiar institutions, constituted the ninth arti- 
|| cle of the Whig faith.” 
In 1839, in the Senate of the United States, Mr. 
|| C. had declared that * possessed no power 
| whatever over the institution of slavery, except as 
|, it relates to representation, taxation,and the power 
| to restore fugitive slaves.”” ‘All other powers 
|| (said he) belong to the States.” The issue ten- 
| dered by the Democratic party was ene at 
| him, hte the party to which he belonged. We 
| denied (said he) the power of Congress to prosti- 
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tute its functions to the upholding of a system of | 
This was the distinét posi-~ 
On this broad basis | 


human degradation. 
tion of our party at that time. 
of the Constitution we took our stand, and met the 
assaults then made upon us. It was the great 
issue which, like Aaron’s rod, swallowed up all 
others. 


of the nation. Who (said he) now speaks of the 
benefits or evils of a protective tariff? Who in this 
Hall portrays its advantages among the free labor- 
ers of the North? 
slave labor of the South? Who now occupies time 
upon the subject of harbor improvements and of 
river navigation? Why, (said he,) these matters are 
almost forgotten. No one now takes the trouble 
to mention a United States Bank, or to insist upon 
a division of the proceeds of the public lands. 
These subject are not thought of. ‘The members 
here are divided into the propagandists of slavery, 
and the advocates of freedom. The old party 
limes are becoming indistinct and uncertain. A 
portion of those who have heretofore acted with 
us now incline to the cause of extending slavery; 
and some who have acted against us now go for 
limiting that institation. New political associa- 
tions are forming, and have been for years; and 
the trammels of party are often broken, and their 
influence disregarded. 

The war (said Mr. G.) in which we are engaged 
1s but a consequence of the policy of extending sla- 
very. Itwas clearly foretold by those who exam- 
med the subject in the light of reason. 


the public press, and by our stump orators through- 
out the nation. The vast expenditure of blood 
and treasure in this war, its crimes of deep and 
damning dye, were foretold with as much accuracy 
as the pen of the historian will hereafter record 
them. 


surrounded have been often described. 
had remarked, our position in 1844 was that of 
unmistakable opposition to this war. 
not ceased to condemn it, from the commence- 
ment of the Presidential campaign of that year 


down to the Ilth May, 1846—that ill-fated day, | 


when a large portion of his friends apparently 
changed their policy and voted for it. 
no disrespect to his friends and colleagues who 
voted for that bill; but they would permit him to 


say, that he then regarded it as, in a great degree, | 


a surrender of their position. It detracted from 
their moral power. They yielded up a portion of 
their strength; they went over to the measures of 


their opponents. When they subsequently lent | 
their votes to continue the work of devastation and |. 
death which the President had commenced, they | 


stood before the world tacitly admitting, to a cer- 
tain extent, that he was right in commencing the 
war, and that they were wrong in opposing it. 
They went in with their opponents in support of 
their measures, and so far acted with them, and 
became a part of them. 


He concurred in what had been so well said by | 
his colleague, [Mr. Scnenck,] that the Whig party | 


were following in the footsteps of the Democrats 
of the last Congress. The policy which Demo- 
erats then adopted the Whigs are new carrying 
out. If they declared this to be Whig policy, he 
asked the difference between the policy of the 
Democrats and the policy of the Whigs? 
rose would smell as sweet by any other name.”’ 
The bill before them, appropriating some twelve 
millions, was merely to supply the money to carry 
on the war which they have so loudly condemned 
in 1844 and 1845, and which they still denounce. 
He said, the lines which separated the two par- 
ties had become obscure and uncertain. It was 
difficult to tell who were Whigs and who were Dem- 
ocrats. He cast no imputations upon his friends 
on this side of the House; far from in. He believed 
them sincere and patriouc. But they would per- 


mit him tosay, that he never had, and never should, | 
vote for a dollar or a man to carry on a war which | 
he had so long denounced as wicked and barbar- | 


——— 


It is now (said Mr. G.) the transcendent | 
and absorbing question which occupies the intellect | 


Or who explains its evils to the | 


lt was for | 
years proclaimed in this Hall, and in the otherend | 
of the Capitol—in our State Legislatures—through | 


|| iquity. 
Here, in this Hall, at each session since || 
1843, the circumstances with which we are now | 


As he | 


He meant | 


| race, he was exempt. 
“A \| 











remain attached to the same doctrines. If other 
gentlemen feel that it is right to yield their doctrines, 
he should not complain; but for himself, he desired 
permission to adhere to his doctrines until satisfied 
that they were erroneous. 

He had foreseen the present state of things in this 
Hall, prior to the election of Speaker. His col- 
leagues would bear witness that he had pointed out 
to them the peculiar circumstances under which we 
are now placed. He had told them, that if elected 
Speaker, the honorable gentleman who now fills 
that office would so constitute the Committee of 
Ways and Means as to secure reports in favor of 
appropriating means to continue this work of mur- 
der and rapine in Mexico. He meant no disrespect 
to the honorable Speaker, nor to the members of 
the committee. They were as patriotic as himself. 
But with his views of duty, he could vote for no 
man who ke believed would exert his influence to 
increase our national guilt, by continuing this war. 
He had denounced the President for bringing the 
war upon us; and he could see no way in which 
the work of cutting Mexican throats had become 
sanctified in the sight of Heaven. 

Weare informed (said-Mr. G.) in holy writ, that 
Pilate, a Pagan governor, when he saw the people 
about to shed innocent blood, took water and wash- 
ed his hands, declaring himself exempt from the 
crime which they were about to commit. And 
shall 1, (said he,) a professing Christian, hesitate 
to wash my hands of this transcendent crime? No 
sir, never. In saying this, he spoke his own views. 
He regarded every life sacrificed in this war a mur- 
der, accompanied with all of the moral guilt attach- 
ed to thatecrime. This guilt must rest upon all 
who contributed to promote the work of Lente 
butchery. He wished the House and the country 
to understand, that no considerations shoujd induce 
him to participate in such Heaven-provoking in- 
He called this House and the country to 
witness, that, as in 1844, he was opposed to the 
war, he was equally opposed to it at the election 
of Speaker. Principles never change. He might 


|, waver in his moral or his political conduct; his 
They had | 


political friends may alter their position, but the 
principles of right and wrong are immutable and 


| eternal. 


Again: He said, that in 1844, when the oppo- 
site party had urged the duty of this Government’s 
assuming jurisdiction over the institution of sla- 
very, Mr. Clay declared that ‘* Congress pee 
‘no power whatever over the subject of slavery; 
‘ that the existence, maintenance, and continuance of 
‘that institution depended exclusively upon the 


| § power and authority of the States in which it was 


‘ situated.’’ Before Heaven, he believed this doc- 
trine correct in 1844; he now believed it correct. 
But look at your Committees on the District of 
Columbia and on the Judiciary. They are the 
organs of the Whig party in this House; yet they 
silently entomb the voice of Northern philanthropy 
ag it is sent to them in the form of petitions pray- 


| ing the repeal of those acts of Congress which 


sustain the slave trade in this District. That traffic 
which has so long disgraced the nation is thus up- 
held and protected by a Whig committee of this 
body. They will not report upon the petitions 
committed to them. No influence can extort from 
them a word in favor or against a practice at the 
mention of which humanity shudders. Of this 
Heaven-defying outrage upon a portion of our 
He had foretold this state 
of things prior to the election of Speaker. He 
then refused his vote to an honorable member who 
he was conscious would so constitute those com- 
mittees as to sustain this commerce in human 
flesh. He repeated that he meant no disrespect 
to the gentleman who filled the Speaker’s chair. 
He doubted not that his motives were pure; but 
he was conscious that his policy was such that he 
(Mr. G.) could not unite in, and he had therefore 
voted against him. He declared that this support 
of the slave trade by Congress was opposed to the 
doctrines maintained by the Whigs in 1844. He 
had not changed his views on that subject. He 
now vmdiail upon the Whig platform of that 
day. But he found Whigs ae the same 
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the perpetration of which upon the shores of Af; 
we punish with death. He declared that pn 
conscious that on these subjects of supporting a 
war and the slave trade the Whig party in this 
House was placed ina false position. The mace. 
of his party, he thought, were opposed to both Gen 
measures. He believed that a large Majority of 
the Whigs of this body were opposed to them 
He had to the best of his abilities labored to pre. 
vent this state of the party, and it was due to him. 
self and to those he represented that he should 
thus publicly define his position. That positioy 
he repeated, was the position of the Whig party of 
his district, of his State, at this time, and in 1844. 

Another important point had not escaped the 
notice of the public. While the Whigs, as , 
party, have manifested the most determined hos. 
tility to the war, denouncing it as wicked, unjust 
and barbarous, as an accumulation of crime beyond 
conception, they had been called on here to express 
their profound gratitude to those who have volyn. 
tarily engaged in this work of slaughtering oy 
race. He was aware of the fine-drawn casuistry 
which teaches us to denounce the crime, while we 
praise those who commit it; to execrate the slaugh. 
ter of women and children at Monterey and a 
Vera Cruz, while here, in this Hall, we tender , 
nation’s gratitude to those who voluntarily guided 
and directed the butchery. He had been unable 
to discover the force of such reasoning; probably 
he had not appreciated the argument; certainly he 
could not agree to the doctrine. One of the off. 
cers to whom the thanks of Congress were thus 
tendered, was his personal and political friend, 
One who had done much to save the nation from 
the horrors of war, in 1839, when hostilities had 
hovered over our northeastern frontier. That was 
an elevated and noble example of philanthropy 
and patriotism; one for which he would gladly 
have united in a vote of thanks. But when those 
high officers went to Mexico to engage in devast- 
ating that country, in cannonading their cities, and 
in the slaughter of their people, they did s0 volun- 
tarily; there was no compulsion in the business, 
He thought that a Roman firmness and unbending 
integrity should then have characterized their 
conduct; they should instantly have resigned their 
offices, refused to enter upon the work of butcher- 
ing a foreign people, and retired to their homes, 
and received the approval of their consciences, 
the gratitude of all good men, and the smiles of 
Heaven. 

But, sir, (said he,) these officers went to Mex- 
ico, took charge of our armies, and became the 
instruments of carrying out the designs of vault- 
ing ambition, and of executing deeds at the con- 
templation of which his soul shrunk back with 
horror. For those acts he felt no pulsation of 
gratitude. Had he voted for the resolutions, he 
would have belied his conscience, and done vio- 
lence to truth. He had at first thought he would 
remain silent when the vote should be taken, but 
further consideration convinced him that it was his 
duty to vote against the resolutions. He was un- 
willing, by his silence, to encourage the thirst for 
military eclat which these resolutions were calcu- 
lated to inspire. But, on this subject both parties 
had fully united, all party distinctions were lost 
sight of, and he found himself in the very extra- 
ordinary position of voting alone in this body. 
But, even though his vote stood solitary upon the 
record, he felt willing that it should pass the 
test of an enlightened people. He had witnessed 
the baleful effects of a standing army. It had 
brought us into this war. Had we been destitute 
of an army, the President would have been unable 
to involve us in hostilities with Mexico. He said 
the nation was now sustaining an army in Mexico 
at an expense of one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars per day. This sum is drawn 
from the hard earnings of the toiling millions; and 
what do they get in return? Why, they sub- 
ject the people of Mexico to’our will. We, who 

ave declared that all men are born free ant 
equal, “that to secure our natural rights govert- 
ments are formed among men, deriving their jus 
powers from the consent of the governed,” now 
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ae 4 ous. He must be permitted to remain where he || ground on this subject with the Democrats. So squander untold millions for little purpose, except 
i stood in 1844—unmistakably opposed to this war, | far as a disinterested observer would discover, || to give evidence of our own want of sincerity In the mi 
bie in all its phases, in its generals, and in its details. | there was on this question almost a total oblitera- || profession we have made to the world. e see we 
f He believed he was a Whig in 1844; he had not | tion of the lines which separate the two parties. || the officers of the army-on every street of the city bi 
Daa changed. He adhered to the same principles now | A portion of the Whigs and a portion of the Dem- || here living at their ease, and at the expense ° Y 
| - as he did then; and, as he was not in favor of | ocrats desire to see the Government separated from || those who toil for their daily bread. Rather thet 
changing positions, he thought it likely he would || the support of crimes duily committed in this city, |! encourage the increase of our army, he wou ce 
a 
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ie bring back the fifty thousand troops from Mexico | Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL interrupted Mr. G., | House it came from. In that spirit he desired to 
felt nd disband them. He would have them return and wished to inquire what General Taylor’s views speak of the effgrt of the gentleman who had just 
a - civil life; he would have each earn his own | were in regard to slavery? taken his seat. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
his support, and by his labor contribute something to Mr. GIDDINGS, in reply, said that, with the | Gropiwes} had taken an honest and an independent 











Ses the general wealth of the nation. The army was | gentleman’s permission, he would make his own | course, and he was worthy of all commendation. 
ese a cancer upon the body politic. : It was striking its speech. He wished by these inquiries to exhibit > The gentleman from Ohio was right in calling the 
of {bres into the vital parts of society, and extending | to this House, and to the nation, the true character | attention of the nation to the uncertainty in which 
m its virus into the veins and arteries of the Govern~ of this attempt to lead the people of the nation, | they were left respecting the opinions of General 
re. ment, and must sooner or later overthrow our | blindfolded, to the support of a man whose senti- Taylor, who was to be nominated as the Whig 
im. iqstitations. It had already assumed an iinport- | ments on these most vital questions are wholly un- | candidate for the Presidency. They had not even 
uld ance which must strike the reflecting portion of | known. He had thus brought the subject before obtained an expression of his opinion respecting 
on our people with astonishment. _, | the committee in a plain manner. All were aware | the first, great, paramount principle of W higery— 
‘of On the 4th Jaly last, at an encampment far in | that many and able friends of General Taylor were | the Wilmot proviso. The gentleman from Peon- 
; the interior of Mexico, at a meeting of the officers | present. No one of them could inform us of his sylvania (Mr. Stewart) could not say that his 
the of our army, one of their number was nominated | Opinions; yet they ask the people to support him, | favorite candidate was in favor of the tariff, but 
r for the highest offiée in the gift of the American | not because they know him to be in favor of these | he contented himself with the assurance that Gen- 
08 eople. Thus early in the history of this nation | measures or against them, but because they don’t eral Taylor would stand by the principles of the 
St, pad an attempt been made by the army to dictate | know whether he is one way or the other. Constitution. He thought the chairman of the 
nd to the people a Presilent—to send us from the | Again, (said he,) nine of the States of this Union | Committee on Manufactures would be driven to 
ess camp a man to guide our ship of state; one whose | have taken a position against the further extension | resort to the makers of Yankee notions for the 
ans hands are dripping with human gore; so that when | of slavery. Among them are Ohio, and Pennsyl- | manufacture of a candidate that would suit all the 
pur he shall lay his fingers upon the sacred book to | vania, and New York. In their sovereign capaci- | hues and colors of the Whig party. The gentle- 
try take the oath of office, he may leave the sacred | ties, they have declared their unalterable hostility | man from Ohio had inquired for the opinions of 
we volume polluted with the blood of innocence. Are | to the policy of extending that institution, and in | General Taylor respecting the improvement of 
rh. such things becoming a moral, a Christian people? | favor of the issues of 1844. Now, he desired to || rivers and harbors by the Government, and had he * 
“at Yet in this Hall, from an early period of the ses- | know whether General Taylor was in favor of obtained any answer to his inquiries? The Whigs 
ra sion, we had heard gentlemen, in their speeches, | confining that institution to its present bounds? | had professed for some yeurs to stand on an ever- 
led lending aid and giving influence to this plan of || Mr. STEWART said, that General Taylor had | lasting platform, bat when they were asked if their 
ble foisting upon the people a President whose only | declared, that if elected, he would follow in the | candidate was in favor of their principles, they 
bly recommendation is his military fame. If military | footsteps of Washington, Jefferson, and Madi- | were unable to obtain an answer. But they were 
he service qualifies a man for the highest office of || son. | themselves deceived if they though, they could 
ffi. Government, it is easy to see that our minor offices 1 Mr. GIDDINGS resumed. That was all quite again deceive the people as they did in 1840. 
us will be filled with the same class; and the day is | indefinite and uncertain; but he would like to know || Mr. DUER said the Whigs would not nominate 
nd, near when our Government must become a ‘* mili- || how the gentleman’s colleague over the way [Mr. | any but a Whig—one who would carry out Whig 
om tary republic.’” When he had heard gentlemen | Witmor] understood General Taylor on that sub- | principles. He was readyjto meet a defeat with a 
vad speaking in this Hall of the aan of the dis- | ject. ; | true Whig, rather than to see the party nominate 
vas unguished officer to whom he had alluded, and of || Mr. WILMOT said that, when he reflected that | a candidate who was not a Whig. However, the 
py that political millenium when all parties are tounite | General Taylor was a southern man, a slave- | question had to be tested whether General Taylor 
dly in his support, he had desired to inquire what were || holder, and that southern interests were rallying | would accept the nomination from the Whig party, 
se the principles on which he would, if elected, ad- || to his support, he had no confidence in General | and be an opponent of Whig principles. General 
St- minister the Government? And with permission of | Taylor on this subject. Taylor’s sense of honor—which he presumed no 
nd the committee, he would now prupound, through || Mr. GIDDINGS resumed. Southern papers | one would question—would prevent the acceptance 
in- the Chair, a question to the honorable chairman | declare General Taylor to be ** as true to the inter- | of the nomination of the Whig party if he was 
$8, of the Committee on Manufactures. He desired || ests of slavery as the needle is to the pole.” That he opposed to their principles. 
ng respectfully to inquire of that gentleman whether || is firmly opposed to the Wilmot proviso, as it is | Various questions were put to the gentleman 
eit General Taylor was in favor of a protective tariff? || called. Southern men proclaim him to be unalter- | from New York from several parts of the House, 
eit Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, answered || ably opposed to all restrictions of slavery. | in the midst of much confusion. é: 
er that he was. || Mr. STEWART, interrupting him, said, Gen- Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, rose to a point of 
'S, Mr. GIDDINGS said he was happy to hear it. || eral Taylor had said he would support the Consti- | order. He desired to inquire if this was a con- 
8, He had not been aware that we possessed evidence | tution. ; vention met to nominate a candidate for the Presi- 
of to justify us in believing that he was thus favora- || Mr. GIDDINGS. The veriestdemagogue found | dency? If it were not, then this debate was out 
ble to northern interests. But he also desired to || in our country bar-rooms would say that; John | of order. : ; : 
X- ascertain whether the free-trade men of South Car- || Tyler said it. The declaration means nothing. Mr. HENLEY said he did not wish to misrep- 
he olina, who were equally zealous in the support of Mr. STEWART wished to know if the gen- | resent the gentleman from New York, and hence 
It. General Taylor, were not equally sure that he was tleman from Ohio had not supported Henry Clay | he thought he had the right to ask him a question, 
n- in favor of their policy ? | in 1844? | and to allow him to answer it. He understood the 
th A voice answered, Yes. || Mr. GIDDINGS replied, that he had cheerfully | gentleman from New York to say that he could not 
of Mr. GIDDINGS. Of course. They would || supported him, and for the reason that his views || support General Taylor or any other man, unless 
he never support a man who was in favor of the pro- || were known. He had proclaimed his sentiments | he accepted the nomination from the Whig party 
- tective policy. Yet the most ultra supporters of || definitely and distinctly. No man was asked to | pledged to Whig principles. . 
ld free trade, and the most determined adherents ofa || vote in the dark. He had for many years acted || Mr. DUER denied that he had said anything of 
ut protective tariff are to unite in support of a distin- | asa Senator in a capacity which gave publicity to | ** pledges,” but he would vote for no man who 
| 





18 guished military Officer for President. Each knows | his views. He was a Whig ‘‘ known and read of | was not an exponent of Whig principles. 
n- that he or his opponents must find themselves de- | all men.”” As early as 1839 he had declared his | The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said this 
or ceived after the election. But each is hoping it | views in regard to the powers of Congress over || course of proceeding was out of order, 

i will not be him, and each rejoicing in the thought | the institution of slavery. ‘Those views accorded || Mr. HENLEY said this wode of asking inter- 
es that it will be those opposed to him. He declared || with his own; and, in supporting Mr. Clay, he || rogatories had been tolerated ever since he had 
st that the Whig creed contained no such uncertain | supported his own constitutional views in regard || been in Congress, and it was the usage of every- 
a expression of political faith. But (Mr. G. said) || to slavery, and in regard to the Whig policy. | — of which he had any knowledge. , 
. he wished to aa a little further. He desired | But how mon rpg 8 now, oe ci eee ib he CHAIRMAN reiterated that it was not in 
ne to understand General Taylor’s views upon the || eral Taylor a ig? e gentleman from Penn- || order. ; ; 

he subject of improving our lalee harbors and ile river || oyivenia says he is. But General Taylor, speak-| Mr. HENLEY said, what he desired to know 
ed navigation. That was a subject in which the || ing for himself, says he ‘ will not be the exponent || was—and the question was perfectly eee 
ad northern States had a deep interest. They would || of the principles of any party.” If he will not || with parliamentary rules—whether the a 
; not be likely to cast their votes for any candidate || become the exponent and supporter of Whig prin- || from New York would support General Taylor 
, 





1 ee . i yj d did 
who was not known to be favorable to our domes- | ciples, he (Mr. G.) would not vote for him. The || for the Presidency if he were nominated, an 
id tic commerce, If some one of the gentlemen from || sca who does so, must leave the Whig party, for | not pledge himself to sustain the principles of the 


0 the free States, who is expecting to be Vice Presi- || he will not sustain Whig sentiments. He would | Whigparty? = : 
re dentunder Gen. Taylor, would Fon him whether || speak for himself and for his constituents, and || Mr. DU R said, if it should make such a nomi- 
mn 


that distinguished officer was in favor of such im- || he believed he could speak for the Whigs of his | nation, he should consider the Whig party as dis- 
nd provements, he would feel much obliged ? | State, when he declared tht they would not again solving a = — = oe then do it was 
Mr. STEWART replied, that General Taylor |; be ‘‘ Tyterizep.”’ _impossible for him no r 
had said he aoa Wares the policy of Gleken! Mr. HENLEY next obtained the floor, to reply | r. HENLEY said that would do. The gen- 
nd Washington, if elected. . | to the remarks of both the gentlemen from Ohio, | tleman from New York had declared whenever the 
fe Mr. GIDDINGS said we had no lake, harbor, || [Messrs. Scuencx and Gipptnes.} He said it || shall make such a nomination he 
ist BP nor river improvements in the days of General || was not his practice to bring into this Hall party || would consider the Whig party dissolved, and so 
ashington. But he wished to know whether || discussions; he never intended to commence a || should he, (Mr. Hentey. : . 
pt those who have steadily opposed such improve- || party debate, but when it was commenced and | Mr. DUER again explained. What he said 
he inents, and are now supporters of General Taylor, || forced upon the House by the other or either side || was, that if any candidate should say ‘I accepi 
- Were not equally certain that he would veto an | of the House, he was ever ready to meet it. Lest || your nomination, but protest against your princi- 


”) bill for such purpose? [Several voices responded, || he should omit it hereafter, he would here say, || ples,” he should consider it a dissolution of the 
6 Y 





es, | at the outset, that whenever he saw a gentleman || party. : ; 
d Mr. GIDDINGS continued. Nothing was more | pursue an honest and honorable course, he was r. HENLEY was satisfied with the answer, 
A certain, 





realy to commend it, no matter which side of the || and hoped the reporters-would put itdown. [t 











was evident there was a desire to prevent the im- 
pression going abroad thatthe Whig party intended 
to go before the country with a candidate of whose 
principles they knew nothing—or with a declara- 
tion of principles which meant nothing at all; and 
such were General Taylor’s replies to questions 
put to him, in which he said he would abide by 
the Constitution. He was unwilling to attribute 
to any party improper motives, or to charge upon 
them a desire to get power by a concealment of 

rinciple; but what was the position in which the 


NVhig party was placing itself? The gentleman | 


from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] had told them that the 
Whigs of Ohio would not again be Tylerized; and 
they might say, too, that they would not be Tay- 
lovrized. Did not Mr. Tyler proclaim himself in 
favor of the principles of Washington, and of Jef- 
ferson,and of Madison? And yet, how soon after 
coming to the Presidency was he charged with 
being a traitor to the Whig party? Such a case 
might again occur. Permit, him, however, to tell 
the Whig party that the people would not again 
be deceived. Beforea alias could obtain their 
suffrages, he must declare bis sentiments. He 
must proclaim himself to be either for or against 
the Wilmot proviso, which the gentleman from 
Ohio proclaimed to be a Whig principle. If Gen- 
eral Taylor avowed himself in favor of it, did 
they expect he would be sustained by the South? 
Would the Whig party agree amongst itself on 
that point? ‘That which with the gentleman from 
Ohio was a paramount question, was in itself a 
eectional issue, which would tend to destroy the 
Whig party, if it did not endanger the Union. 
Such would be the result if they ran a candidate 
who avowed himself in favor of the Wilmot pro- 
viso. Was it, then, the purpose of the Whig party 
to run a man who would notavow himself? Would 
they not leave on the public mind the impression 
that they intended to deceive the people by such a 
course? He should be glad to know if the gentle- 
man from New York would vote for General 
Taylor if he should declare himself opposed to the 
Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. DUER said the Wilmot proviso might be 
an abstract or it might be a practical question. 

Mr. HENLEY desired the gentleman to answer, 
supposing it to be practical question. 

The CHAIRMAN hoped gentlemen would be 
in order. 

Mr. HENLEY said he meant to be in order if 
the gentleman trom New York would declare his 
position ow this point. Viewing it as a practical 
question, with the poasibility that General Tay- 
lor, if he were President, might exercise the veto 
power in relation to it, he wished to give the gen- 
tleman from New York an opportunity to say 
frankly and openly what he would do. It was 
usual in this House to obtain the opinions of gen- 
tlemen in this way, on great and important ques- 
tions on which the people felt a deep interest. He 
hoped the gentleman from New York would be 
more explicit than he had been. 

Mr. DUER said it was exceedingly difficult to 
answer questions of that description impromptu— 
questions which depended on contingencies. He 
was a practical man, and when he could not get all 
he wanted, he came as near as he could. But his 
impression was that he would not. He would, how- 


ever, say that if a southern man, Joun C. Cacnoun | 


or any other on the one side, should be nominated, 


and a northern doughface on the other, he would | 


vote for the southern man in preference to the 
northern doughface. 

Mr. HENLEY would not trouble the gentleman 
with any further questions. He supposed the 
gentleman would rather have a southern dough- 
fuce than a northern doughface. He had but one 


other remark to make respecting the Wilmot pro- | 


viso. He understood that the Whig party of the 
North had committed itself to that proposition, and 
therefore he wished to state one fact for the benefit 
of the country. When he was a candidate for re- 
election, his opponent was committed to the Wil- 


mot proviso, and pledged himself before a large | 


audience that he would not support General Tay- 
lor unless he would avow himself before the election 
to be in favor of it too. His opponent was not elect- 
ed. The Whigs, then, were in this dilemma. They 
have made the Wilmot proviso a paramount political 
question, To that they were pledged irrevocably, 
and they could not go forany man who would not 
avow himself for it. Such was the condition of the 


Whig party in the State of Indiana, and he believ- 





7 — ' 
ed all over the Union; and they could not dodge 
the question and maintain a character for consijst- 
ency and sincerity. 

But he had not intended to devote so much time 
to this question when he rose. His purpose was 
to make a few remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,| who had charged the 
Administration with creating new offices for the 
purpose of giving employment to some of their fa- 
vorites, The gentleman from Ohio had charged 
not only that on the Democratic party, but also 
that they were proscriptive. Now, what was the 
history of this House during the brief career of the 
Whig majority? The first thing done when they 
came here was to organize the party, small as was 
its majority, with a view to monopolize all the 
offices. They took a Northern Speaker and a 
Southwestern Clerk, and conciliated the other sec- 
tions by selecting other officers from them; and if 
they had not failed to elect their postmaster, they 
would have made a clean sweep of it. To this he 
should not have objected; nor should he have com- 
plained, further than to call the attention of the 
country to it, and to say this is the party that goes 
before you with the hypocritical cry of no party, no 

proscription for opinion’s sake; which professes 
to appoint officers only on the ground that they 
are honest, and faithful, and capable. Notwith- 
standing such professions, let them look at all the 
subordinate appointments about this House, and 
how many would they find that had been spared ? 
There might be a solitary exception to swear by, 
but the exceptions would be found rare, even down 

| to the appointments which the Doorkeeper had 
| under his control. The Whig party was the most 
proseriptive party on earth. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he had said nothing at all 
about removal from office, for or against it. What 
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| Democratic Speaker and Democratic offic 


sure, been a majority of Democratic mem) 
|| two very important committees had had 
| Whigs placed at the head of them. 
| witnessed now? Although the parties in the 


| crat was to be found at the head of any one s; 
| ing committee in the whole list. 





he had said was, tlrat there were appropriations for 
various purposes and to supply deficiencies in the 
treasury; and that there were various inquiries not 
answered which were designed to throw light on 
the appropriations asked for by the Executive de- 
| partments. Among other things, he alluded to the 
| resolution submitted by a gentleman from New 
| York in relation to secret inspectors of the custom- 
| houses along the frontiers. He said it had been 
| repeatedly charged, and the gentleman from New 
York had corroborated the accusation, that officers 
were employed and received salaries for which ap- 
propriations were made from the public treasury 
that were evidently useless; and that it was proper 
they should get ample information on these mat- 
|, ters, to see if they could not prevent these deficien- 
cies hereafter arising. 
Mr. HENLEY understood the gentleman from 
| Phio at the time. He had charged the Adminis- 
tration either with creating new offices or keeping 
officers in unnecessarily; and he (Mr. H.) was re- 
plying to the charge against the Democratic party 
that they had employed favorites unnecessarily. 
He was bringing before the country the course pur- 
sued by the Whig party. In relation to the crea- 
tion of new offices, what had they done? For four 
_ years the business of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had been done without a clerk. He asked 
| ifhe was right?) (Mr. McKay, to whom the in- 
| quiry was addressed, made no reply.] Now, how- 
| ever, aclerk was employed. He need do nothing 
more than state that fact. An office had been 
created for two years, perhaps, in which an indi- 
vidual would be employed, at a salary, he supposed, 
of $1,500. Again: during the last two Congresses, 
extending over a space of four years, there were 
eight pages employed in this House, and now there 
were twelve, being an addition of four. This might 
| be a small matter, but it was a fact, and he should 
| state facts, without making accusations against any- 
body. 

Mr. McKAY rose and made some explanation 
| in relation to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| which was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. HENLEY then alluded to what Mr.Scuenck 
_saidgibout swarms of Government officers gather- 
ing like cormorants around the little custom-houses 
on the northern frontier, and devouring the rev- 
enue collected, and insisted that if the Democrats 
| were so disposed they could retaliate the like 
charges. He referred to the narrow spirit in which 

| the appointments had been made at the present 
' session in relation to the standing committees of 
the House and to its officers. At the last session, 

| when the Democrats had been in possession of a 
‘| majority of sixty, they had, of course, elected a 
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were almost equally divided, not a single Demo. 


ang. 
This he did poy 
suppose had happened simply by the designatia, 
of the Speaker—a gentleman for whom, with every 
other member of the House, he enteriained 
respect, but such was the fact. 

Now, he did not charge this as anything to be 
complained of; not at all. He did not blame any 
party for putting its own men at the head of th, 
committees, and giving their own side a majority: 
but what he blamed the Whigs for was affecti;, 


great 


to make a great outery against proscription, ayd 


yet practising it themselves all the while, just as 
While they 


a majority: of sixty members, they were endeavor. 
ing to produce the impression on the mind of the 
country that they were so very liberal as to despise 
everything like party exclusiveness. Democrats 
had left at least some committees in control of the 
Whigs; but when the Whigs came into power, nor 
a democratic chairman was anywhere to be found, 

Talk about the proscription of the Democratic 
party ! Why, Mr. H. understood, and he believed 
it to be fact, that, under all the merciless proscrip- 
tion that reigned while the Democratic party were 
in power, a majority of all the clerkships in the 
departments were filled by Whigs, and were so 
this moment, even under the iron rule of James K, 
Polk. 

A gentleman here asked him how it was in the 
Senate? Mr. H. could not say: possibly the clerks 
in the appointment of that body were too cunning 
to express any political opinion. Possibly the rule 
which the gentleman from Ohio had applied in the 
case of General Taylor might be acted on by them, 
However, be they Whigs or Democrats, he was 
ready to admit that they had been long enough in 
their places, and it was time they should be changed, 
Had he the power, he would remove them, at all 
events. Mr. H. avowed himself in favor of turn- 
ing out them not only, but all other clerks now in 
office, and putting new men into their places. They 
had been sucking the sweet long enough—let them 
give others a chance. In a word, he went for ro- 
tation in office, and that whether the incumbents 
were in by election or by appointment. He went 
for that principle; and he was ready to bow, and 
and expected to bow, to it in his own person. 

As to what the gentleman from Ohio had charged 
about the House having been three months in ses- 
sion, and having done nothing, Mr. H. agreed with 
him most fully. They had indeed done almost 
literally nothing, and it was his belief they would 
continue to do nothing. And who was responsi- 
ble for it? They, surely, who had the majority in 
the House. It was well known that motions to ad- 
journ generally came from their side of the House. 
It was they who moved to adjourn over Saturdays. 
For four weeks in succession that motion had come 
from one and the same gentleman—[a laugh} lt 
was gentlemen on that side who had carried the 
motion, with the help, he admitted, of some on 
his own. He was ashamed of this: they ought to 
have refused. It was the duty of both sides 
remain in their seats a reasonable time: he could 
not, and would not, vote for such doings. But in 
this matter there was no comparison between the 
uve sides of the House, as the yeas and nays would 
show. 

The Whig majority were always in favor of 
adjournment. These gentlemen claimed, at least, 
tc have a clear majority in the House, and as such 
they were responsible, and so the people would 
hold them. If no business was done in the House 
they were answerable for it. It was right and just 
that for whatever was done in a popular body, the 
aueney of that body should be held to answer, 

he gentleman from Ohio had come forward wi 
his usual prediction of the downfall of the Union. 
He had heard that prophecy from the same ge 
tleman often before; he had now uttered it once 
more. But it had been repeated till it lost all effect. 
As to Mr. H., he heeded it ne more than the idle 
wind; nor would the pee le mind it a whit 
than he. Parson Miller had prophesied the en 
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of all things some time ago, and when the world 
had failed to come to an end, as he had said, he 
éyed a new day and prophesied again. 
Now, with Mr. H., the one prophecy passed for 
about as much as the other. There were croakers 
all times and under all governments. The reins 
if power had been in the hands of the Democratic 
narty (with the exception of eight years) ever since 
the foundation ot the Government; and he was not 
sig to fear the Union would be dissolved because 
they were held by a Democratic President now; 
and as few fears had he that a party which had 
maintained its ascendency so long was now to 
come to an end. : 

‘The following is the substance, in a correct | 
form, of remarks elicited from Mr. Dver, in reply | 





. 


Orange county, East Florida, preying the estab- 
lishment of a post office in that county; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Archibald Smith, Jun., on 


the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 


tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to communicate to the Senate acopy of the proceed- 


ings of the general court martial in the case of Lieutenant 
Colonel Frémont. 


Mr. BENTON gave notice that, on to-morrow, 


he should ask leave of the Senate to introduce a 


certain questions of Mr. Henty: | Joint resolution in relation to the purchase of Amer- 
to ¢ . 2 ‘ 


Mr. DUER says: Mr. Henry having stated that 
the Whig party was about toabandon its principles, | 
and nominate General Taylor for the office of Pres- | 
ident, without knowing what his opinions were | 
yon those questions upon which the two great 
parties of the country are divided, I asked that | 
ventieman his authority for making that statement. 
And in putting to him this question, and in answer 
to questions from him, I said substantially as fol- 
iows: That, so far as | knew anything of the 
opinions of Whigs in my part of the country, | 
they were opposed to the nomination of any man 
who was not a known Whig; that I had rather, | 
for myself, be defeated with a candidate of that 
description than have anything to do with the 
nomination of one of whose principles I was igno- 
rant, though success in the latter case might be | 
certain. After commenting upon some remarks 
contained in a letter of General Taylor recently | 
published, I said, that | took it for granted that 
any Whig convention that might assemble for the 

urpose of nominating a President would declare |, 
its principles, and nominate its candidate as the 
exponent of those principles. That, under such | 
circumstances, General Taylor, whom none doubt- | 
ed to be a man of honor, could not accept the 
nomination, unless his own opinions agreed with || 
those thus declared by the convention nominating || 
him. That if, however, such a convention should | 
nominate a candidate otherwise than asa Whig, and | 
the exponent of the principles of the Whigs; or, if 
it should adopt a nominee who would only accept 
the nomination with a protest against the principles 
of the party nominating him, I should consider |, 
such action as equivalent to a dissofution of the | 
Whig party. That I did not, however, expect 
or desire any pledges, and had never given any 
myself, 

Being afterwards asked, whether I would sup- |, 
port General Taylor if he should declare himself | 
opposed to the ** Wilmot proviso,” I replied, that | 
that might not become a practical question; but | 
that, if otherwise, yet, inasmuch as the question was | 
one that must be determined by Congress, I should | 
ey be contented with a candidate who would 
eave to Congress its determination. I was then 
asked whether, if it was known that General 
Taylor would veto any bill prohibiting slavery in 
newly acquired territories, i would then vote for 
him? To this I replied, that the question was a | 
difficult and delicate one, because it was impossible 
to foresee what contingencies might arise, and 
under what circumstances it might be presented. 
That it was my present impression, that in such 
case | should not vote for General Taylor. But 
that, if ever I were compelled to make my choice 
between a southern man, an open advocate of 
slavery—John C. Calhoun, for instance—and a 
ore doughface, I should choose the southern 

an. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the committee rise; which motion prevailed. 

And the House adjourned. 








} 
IN SENATE. | 

Monpay, February 28, 1848. | 

Mr. MILLER presented resolutions penne by 
the Legislature of the State of New ersey, in 


} 
opposition to a repeal of the act of March 2, 1837, | 
Concerning pilots; which were laid upon the table, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CASS presented the petition of Levi Wells, | 
® pensioner of the United States, praying to be |, 
allowed arrears of eats which was referred to | 

e 


the Committee on Pensions. | 


Mr. YULEE presented a petition of citizens of 


ican hemp for the use of the navy. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 


mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 


petition of Asahel Kingsley, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill authorizing 
payment of interest on the amount advanced by 


the State of Alabama to the General Government, | 


pending the Creek hostilities in 1836 and 1837, 


| reported it without amendment. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of William B. Stokes, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The following bills were read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole: 

Bill.for the relief of Fernando Fellany. 

Bill for the relief of Peter Engles, senior. 

And no amendment being made, they were re- 


| ported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed; were | 


engrossed, read a third time by unanimous consent 


_ and passed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. YULEE. With the permission of the 
Senate, I will trespass a moment upon its time. I 
have been waiting an opportunity for a week past 
to bring to the notice of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, |Mr. Foore,] a report of proceedings in this 


| body, in which he is made to allege ‘‘ misquota- 
| tion”’ of authorities by me. 


Being quite satisfied 
that such was not his intention, | have thought it 


| proper to enable him to correct it in his place. He 


will find the passage I refer to in the copy of the 
New York Herald, which I hand him. 
Mr. FOOTE. 


| without at all calling in question the accuracy of 


the reporter. I did accuse the Senator from F'lor- 
ida of ‘ misquotation,” not, however, exactly in 
the sense in which he seems to apprehend it. In 
the course of the hurried remarks made by me, on 
the occasion to which allusion has been made, I 


| did say that | was perfectly prepared to demon- 
| strate that the authorities cited by the Senator, 


whether musty or modern, were either wholly in- 
applicable, or, being applicable, were, according to 
all the rules of fair and legitimate interpretation, 
altogether hostile to his views. In that case, I 
accused the Senator of misquotation, and a more 
unfortunate case of misquotation it has rarely been 
my lot to witness. I accompanied the accusation 
with a suggestion that I did not charge the Senator 
with having, in the language of the poet, 
* Just enough of learning to misquote.’’ 


Cases of misquotation, we know, are not unfre- 
quent at the bar. Often, a lawyer’s authorities 
are turned totally against him, and the sword is 
wrenched from the hand of the combatant, and he 
himself made its victim. In the present case, I 
intended to show that the weapons of the Senator 
could be turned against himself, and I am prepared 
to demonstrate that his citation of his authorities 
has been peculiarly unfortunate. But, of course, 
I did not charge the Senator with erroneous reading 
of the authorities. I did not accuse him of any 
interpolation of words or sentences. I simply 


intended to convey the idea that his authorities, || 


from Puffendorff down to the most modern, Judge 
Martin of Louisiana, so far as they were at all 


applicable, could be wielded to the utter destruc- 
tion of the dangerous views propounded by him, | 
which were, in my opinion, most illiberally ad- | 
vanced, under all the circumstances of the case, 
and were calculated to do much serious public 


1 think I can explain the matter , 


who had girded on their armor for the defence and 
vindication of the constitutional rights of the South. 
The Senator has, however, tempered his phrase- 
ology in his printed speech, and made himself to 
“coo as gently as a sucking dove,”’ although it is 
well known he was a *‘ roaring lron’’ throughout 
his spoken speech. 

Mr. YULEE. I understand the Senator to say 
that he did not mean to use * misquotation”? in its 
ordinary sense of misrecital, but only as meaning 
misapplication, With this | am content, and will 
be happy to hear how the Senator, when he comes 
to the discussion of the question, will sustain his 
proposition that the authorities [ cited are not per- 
tinent to my argument. Upon this issue I am 
willing to go before the Senate and the country. 
But before I sit down I will correct the Senator in 
his impression that my remarks have undergone 
any change in the matter of them since delivered. 
The argument is preserved as nearly as possible, 
under the circumstances—quite as nearly as is 
usual in this or other deliberative bodies. 1 did 
omit certain matter which I had read from news- 
papers of the day, in illustration of what I charged 
to be the ultimate views of the advocates of the 
two plans of adjustment I was commenting upon. 
These were omitted from my printed speech, be- 


|| cause, among other reasons, unnecessary to the 


|| argument, and because demanding more room than 


my printer thought could be spared. "The Senator 
from New York [Mr. Dickinson] knew that such 
| Was my purpose. 
| Mr. FOOTE—[being supplied with a diction- 
|| ary, read the definition of the word ** quote,”’ and 
added:] The Senator will thus find that the mean- 
|, ing of the word * quote’’ is given, ** tocite.’’? All 
I intended to convey was, that the authorities cited 
by him were either injudiciously or erroneously 
cited, and were not calculated to afford him “ aid 
and comfort’’ in the discussion. The Senator from 
Alabama, now in his seat, [Mr. Lewis,} will bear 
me witness that both he and I concurred that the 
| manner and matter of the speech of the Senator 
|| from Florida, as delivered, were, in all the cireum- 
stances of the case, lamentably harsh and unkind 
to some of the best friends of the South, at the 
North. In the printed speech, however, (and I 
am quite happy to say sv,) there is not, from be- 
ginning to end, a single expression which can be 
| construed into even an approximation of harsh- 
ness. Therefore, 1 am warranted in saying that 
there must be something overpoweringly harsh in 
his manner of expressing himself, or that I did not 
understand the terms which the Senator used. 
' Certainly I listened to the remarks of the Senator 
| with attention, and so did other gentlemen. [ am 
willing to appeal to members of this body for a 
| decision of the question whether the Senator has 
not mingled a great deal more honey in his phra- 
seology as printed, than he appeared to be willing 
to intuse into his speech as delivered ? 
| Mr. LEWIS said he regretted his friend from 
| Mississippi had given so much consequence to 
|| anything he might have said as to the manner of 
| the Senator from Florida. He certainly had not 
said that the manner of that gentleman was harsh 
/and offensive, for he was not present when that 
|| gentleman made those remarks. In reply to the 
|, Suggestion from another source, that such remarks 
| were harsh, he (Mr. L.) had expressed his regret, 
' as he had also regretted before any remarks were 
|| made, that the Senator from New York had not 
‘| amended his resolutions as he (Mr. L.) had hoped 
|| and believed he was willing to do. 
|| Mr. FOOTE. The explanation of the Senator 
| from Alabama confirms what I have said, and 
| shows that even rumor and the general impression 
| with regard to the remarks of the Senator from 
|| Florida, were as I have stated. I make these re- 
| marks because it was thought by some that I dealt 
rather unkindly with the Senator from Florida in 
|| my rebuke; and, certainly, I-should have been 
|| guilty of gross discourtesy, had I rebuked him for 
using language so calm and honeyed as that which 
|| appears in the printed speech. 
Mr. HANNEGAN. I rise to a question of order. 
| There is a great deal of important business to be 
|, transacted in the morning hour, and as this dispute 
|| appears to be altogether a personal matter between 
the two gentlemen, without any point on either 
_ side, so far as I am able to perceive, f ask that the 
1 Senate will proceed to the consideration of the 
morning business. 
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Mr. YULEE, 
than | anticipated, The Senator says that he does 
not mean the matter is different, but that there is 
less severity of tone, I will only Bay, that so far as 
the Senator supposed there was any personal un- 
kindnessin my language or manner on the occasion 
referred to, he is totally mistaken. I entertained 
no unkind feelings towards the Senator from New 


a 


York, [Mr,. Dicwison,]| or any one who took an | 


interest in the discussion, and could not therefore 
have manifested any. If L had been personally 
unkind, certainly tie Senator aggrieved, whoever 
he might be, would have noticed it for himself. 
Perhaps my manner was very earnest and warm. 
‘That is my nature. My manner, such as it is, no 
doubt admits of improvement. The manner of 
many of us might be inproved, if * the gift’”’ were 
given us— 

«To see ourselves as others see us.’ 


, 


I will now ask the Senator, as he seems to be quite 
opposed to the doctrines of my speech, what is the 
precise point of difference between us? Does he 
hold that a citizen of the United States could be 
excluded from residing upon territory of the Uni- 
ted States, with his slave property ? 

Mr. FOOTE. | wear no mask—I shun no ques- 
tion—and my senuments on that subject are well 
known. 

Mr. SEVIER. IT move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. 

The motion was put, and agreed to. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time so 
occupied, the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 29, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. HARALSON, by general consent, present- 
ed @ joint resolution of the Legislature of Georgia, 
relating to the Military Academy at West Point. 
Referred to the Committee on Mititary Affairs. 
Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Georgia for the establishment of a mail route. 


More time has been consumed | 


Mr. VINTON moved that the Committee of the | 


Whole be discharged from the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service for 


the year ending June 30, 1849, and that it be recom- 


mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. SCHENCK objecting, the motion was not | 


entertained. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the | 


Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of Mathews, Wood & Hall; for the relief of the 
legal representatives of William D. Cheever, de- 
ceased; and for the relief of John Morgan; which 
bills were severally read and committed. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, | 
to which was referred the petitions of James Jones, 


James C. Neely, James C. Cooper, Caleb Neely, 
Samuel Pigg,James Mahoney, Mary Carty, Cath- 


arine Ramey, and Thomas E, Thorp, praying | 
compensation for horses lost in the war with Mex- | 
ico, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill | 


providing for the payment of horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service 
of the United States. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of James F. Megowan, 
George W. Rumyon, Thomas Bryan, and George 
W. Bell. Laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, from the same committee, 


reported the following resolution; which, after a | 


brief explanation by him, was adopted : 

Resolve’, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
eate to Unis House what additional number of clerks, if any, 
nave necessary in any of the bureaus in his department, in 
order to fieilitate the transaction of the public business, and 
What amount of money ought to be appropriated to defray 
the expenses consequent upon the appointment of such 
clerks. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives. of James Porterfield. 

Mr. THOMAS also made adverse reports on 
the petitions of Allen Gorham, McKnight, Brent 
& Wood, and Henry W. Andrews. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NELSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of Andrew A. Jones and 


Read and committed, | 


Caspar B. Cooke and others; which bills were sev- | 


erally read and committed. 


| Barbara Lancaster. 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, re- 
ported biils for the relief of Zachariah Lawrence, 
of Ohio, and for the relief of Wm. P. Zantzinger; 
which bills were read and committed. 

Mr. CROW ELL also made an adverse report on 
the petition of Herman Loury. Laid on the table. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Daniel Steenrod; for the relief 
of Gideon Walker; for the relief of Dr. A. G. 
Henry, of Illinois; for the relief of John B. Rogers, 
of South Carolina; for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Bernard Todd; and for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Robert Fulton, deceas- 
ed; Which bills were severally read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of W. J. A. Bradford; which 
was laid on the table, 

Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred Senate bill for the relief of 
George Fisher, reported the same without amend- | 
ment. Committed. | 

Mr. LIGON, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Capt. Wm. Smallwood Tillard. Read and com- | 
mitted. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred Senate bill 
making an appropriation for removing obstructions | 
in the Savannah river, reported the same with an | 
amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the allowance of drawback on wheat imported 
from the British North American provinces, when 
manufactured in the United States and exported to 
foreign countries. Read and committed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the owners and 
crew of certain vessels employed in the cod fish- 
ery. Read and committed. 
Also, from the same committee, a bill to change 
the name of the steamboat Charles Downing to the | 
Calhoun; which bill was read three times, passed, || 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX, from thesame committee, 
reported a bill supplementary to an act approved 
July 7, 1838, entitled “An act to provide for the 
safety of passengers on board vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam,” also, to establish a 
collection district in the State of Georgia. Read 
and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of Joseph Emerie. Laid on | 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce, to which was referred the 
House bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to | 
provide for the better security of passengers on 
board vessels propelled in whole or in part b 
steam,’’ was discharged from the further coud 
eration thereof, and it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of James Fos- 
ter. Laid on the table. i 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to legalize the trans- 
fer of bounty land warrant 7943. Read and com- || 
mitted. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same commit- | 
tee, reported bills to amend the act approved 24th 
of May, 1824, entitled “An act supplementary to 
an act approved on the 3d March, 1819, entitled 
‘An act providing for the correction of errors in 
making entries of land at the land offices;’’’ also, 
to provide for cases of lost bounty land warrants. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of John || 
O’Siris. Read and committed. | 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse | 
reports. upon the petitions of John Tucker and | 
Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred Senate bill to allow further time for | 
satisfying claims for bounty land for military ser- | 
vices in the late war with Great Britain, and for | 
other purposes, reported the same with an amend- |! 

| 
| 
j 





ment. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred Senate bill confirming former sales || 
by the State of Ilinois of the Ohio Sabine reser- | 
vations, and authorizing the sale of the residue of || 
such reservations, reported the same back to the | 


House without amendment. Committed. 





Feb. 29, 


Mr. ROOT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referre, 
the Senate resolution for the relief of David Shay 
and Solomon T. Corser, reported the same back 
to the House, with an amendment. Committed. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the same committee, re. 
ported bills to establish certain post routes; and fo, 
the relief of William De Buys, late postmaster at 
New Orleans. Read and committed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Edwin 
Porter & Co. Laid on the table, 

Also, from the same committee, reported the fol. 


' lowing resolution, which was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jp. 
structed to ingnire into the expediency of amending the act 
of April 30, 1780, entitled * An act for the punishinen: o? 
certain crimes against the United States,” so as to provide 
more effectually for the punishment of depredations oy the 
mail, and of extending the limitation for the commencemen: 
of indicunents or information beyond the period of two 
years, or of abolishing the same altogether; and that th 
letter of James Hutchinson, postmaster in Georgia, refor. 
ring to that subject, together with a letter of the Postinaster 
Geueral to the chairman of the Committee on the Post Ofjce 
and Post Roads of the 7th of January last, be referred with 
this resolution to the said Committee on the JQdiciary. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, in behalf of the mi- 
nority of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of William De Buys, late postmaster at New 
Orleans. 

Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 
on the petitions of Farley D. Thompson, and of 
merchants and citizens of Mobile, Alabama. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to which was referred Senate 
bills for the relief of Richard S. Coxe; for the re- 
lief of Milledge Galphin, executor of George Gal- 
phin, deceased; and for the relief of Richard Bloss 
and others, reported the same without amendment; 
which bills were severally committed. 


BUSINESS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the same com. 
mittee, reported a bill supplemental to the act en- 
titled “An act concerning the Supreme Court of 


| the United States,” approved June 17, 1844, 


Mr. I. said, that in reporting this bill, he would 


_ offer a-brief explanation, and ask either that it 


should be put upon its passage, if there were no 
objection, or, if objection should be made to that 
course, that it should be made the special order for 
an early day? The object of the bill is to relieve 
the Supreme Court from a great accumulation of 
business. Without some such provision, a crying 
evil wil) be without a remedy. It is known that 
the judiciary system of the United States, although 


|| in itself a good one, has probably been outgrown 


by the great expansiveness of the country. New 
States have come in rapid succession into the 
Union. The prospect of multiplied soxereignties 
in the future is as striking as the history of them 
in the past. With them new questions arise, and 
new litigation is the necessary consequence. Points 
are presented of extreme intricacy as well as nov- 
elty. Time is necessary for the consideration of 
them. The already burdened state of the docket 
amounts to a denial of justice. Its condition, un- 
less speedily retieved, will become.a reproach, not 
to the learned court, but to the whole country, and 
especially to Congress, which alone holds in its 


hand the power of present relief, and, when it 
' shall become necessary, of eventual remedy. 


In 1837 every case on the docket was called, and 


"all but twenty-nine only were left unargued. Since 


that time there has been a state of accumulation 
which has defied the efforts of learning and ability. 
On the 7th of January, 1848, there were one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight cases for argument. Of 
these twenty-nine —_ heen decided; seventeen 
have been argued and are under consideration; 
three have been partly argued, an will be taken 
up again. The Court at this moment is listening 
to an argument in No. 39. The session will close 
next week, and it is scarcely possible that further 
progress will be made in the docket. F 
What may be the best permanent system, In the 
event of a change, must be a subject of grave 
consideration. Fortunately that does not require 
immediate action. Different plans have been sug- 
gested. Considerable difference of opinion exists 
respecting them. It is surmised that even upon 


the bench there is not,a concurrence of opinion. 
All that is now required can now bedone. An 
entire devotion of the attention of the court 
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their appellate duties for a season may be recon- | 


ciled to the uninterrupted progress of business in |) 


ihe cireuits. This bill contemplates a relief of the | 
udzes from cireuit court duties for two years. It 
enables them to give all their labor and abilities to | 
the accumulated and accumulating business of the | 
supreme Court. 
Wo known that the judges are already relieved | 
from a necessity of attending alternate séssions in | 


wpeir circuits. No sort of effect has been produced || 


by this provision, which has existed in vain for 
five years. 1 - 
The annual term is now of three months duration. | 
Provably no set of men can apply all the energies | 
of the most capacious and practised intellects unin- | 
terruptedly to such great and responsible duties as | 
are here involved beyond that period; an occasional 
interval of rest or of study and reflection is indis- | 
yensable. The term is already too long; attention | 
and energy, however vigorous at the commence- | 
ment, are seen to flag and falter towards the close. | 
Let them adjourn when they are exhausted, and 
let them meet again after longer or shorter inter- | 
vals, prepared to devote new and refreshed spirits 
to their high and honorable duties. When the 
loud demands of the country shall have been com- | 
plied with, and the wheels of justice shall no longer | 
be clogged and virtually arrested, and when, be- | 
sides, an experiment shall have been fairly made 
which will shed useful light upon inquiries into ‘a 
proper permanent arrangement, then it will be time 
to mature a system which may last for ages. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that he was opposed to the 
proposition of the honorable gentleman at the head 
of the Judiciary Committee to put this bill upon 
its immediate passage, and would therefore move 
its reference to the Committee of the Whoie on the | 
state of the Union, where its merits could be inves- 
uated, and also the merits of a substitute for it 
which he proposed to offer. He had anticipated 
the coming in of this bill, and had a substitute at 
hand, which would give the relief sought for the 
court, and also greatly relieve the eople, particu- 
larly of the western and distant States from the 
metropolis. This was an important bill, and re- 
quired the calmest deliberation. It was a question 
of separating the judges of the Supreme Court for- 
ever from the people, and giving them a permanent 
residence here. He said forever; for, though the 
bill proposed a temporary separation, he regarded 
itas the foundation for future action in making it 
permanent. He presumed there was nota gentle- 
man within the sound of his voice who believéd 
that if we passed this bill that we would ever see 
asupreme judge upon the cigeuits again. We had 
to treat the proposition as one proposing a perpet- 
ual separation of the judges of the Supreme Court 
from their circuits, and gentlemen deceived them- 
selves who looked upon it in any other light. 
And this (said Mr. B.) is proposed to be done 
with a view of enabling the Supreme Court to get 
up with their docket. If there were not other and 
wultiplied objections to the plan, he would ask 
whether it was likely to accomplish the proposed 
object. He, for one, believed it would not. The 
natural effect of leaving the jurisdiction of the cir- 
cuits in the district judges would be, in his opinion, 
to lessen the confidence of suitors in the decisions 
of the courts and multiply appeals. And what, he 
asked, would be the effect of such a system pro- 
posing such results upon the people remotely situ- 
aied from the Capitol, where it was no trifling 
matter to be following up appeals? It was simply 
(consulting the ease oak comfort of the judges of 
the Supreme Court) to give suitors the privilege at 
such a cost as amounted to a denial of justice. 
The whole plan, in his opinion, would increase the 
very evil it was proposed to remedy, by greatly 
enlarging the docket of the Supreme Court. But 
there were other objections to the system besides 
merely consulting the ease of the judges at the ex- 
pense of the people. He, for one, was not prepared 
‘0 remove the judges*of the Supreme Court forever 
‘rom the States and the people, and give them a 
permanent residence here. . 

But he had not risen to discuss the merits of the 
bill, but simply to remind the House, that though 
tis bill upon its face was special and temporar 
i ts character, yet it was destined to work a rad- 
ical change in the whole judicial system of this 
country, and ought to be referred and thoroughly 
vestigated. If it was so referred, and an oppor- 
tunity was presented, he would take occasion to 
manifest his opposition to the scheme. All he now 
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The reason for its failure is obvious. || 
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asked was, that it be referred, together with the 


ee eee 


substitute, and that both be printed, in order that 
the House might be able to judge between the two 


| systems. 
| Sy 


In this substitute he proposed a remedy for the 
evil complained of, which he believed would be 
efficient, would be cheaper to the people,and would 
add no additional burdens to the Supreme Court. 
The substitute contemplated, as did the bill, that 
the district judges, in the first instance, should have 
jurisdiction the same as the circuit courts now 
have. It also contemplated an intermediate tribu- 
nal in each circuit as a court of appeals and errors, 
in the first instance, which was to be composed of 
the district judges of the circuit court, and one 
judge from the Supreme Court; that from the de- 
cision of this intermediate tribunal an appeal and 
writ of error lay, in the last resort, to the Supreme 
Court, except in cases of minor importance, and 
where no constitutional question should arise. 

This was a brief sketch of the plan of the sub- 
stitute, which was to carry justice nearer to the 
people, not to remove it farther from them, for the 
convenience or ease of any man or set of men. 
These courts would be composed of four or five 


judges—enough to give confidence in their decis- 
a > a D> 


ions—and lessen the chances of appealing to the 
court of final resort. And what effect would that 


have upon the remote States of this Confederacy? || Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of William 


Fuller. 


Would it not tend to settle the great body of their 
cases near home, and at a trifling expense com- 
ared with the costs of prosecuting an appeal up 
rere. 


come to the court of last resort. This, then, pre- 


sents a perfect remedy for the evil, brings justice | 
nearer to the people without imposing unnecessary | 


burdens upon the judges. The bill contemplates 
alone the ease of the judges, at an enormous ex- 
pense to the people, at a great distance; the sub- 


No man could doubt that this system would | 
greatly lessen the number of appeals that would || 


labor to the judges—indeed, a decrease of labor | 


compared with the oe system. 
But all he (Mr. B.) asked for the present was, 
that the House would not hastily pass a bill work- 


ing a perfect and expensive revolution of the whole | 


judicial system, without deliberation, without con- 
sideration. Let the whee matter be referred, and 
take the usual course; let the bill and substitute 
be printed, that the House might see both plans, 
and choose between them. 


had a right to expect it would be accorded. 


This was all he asked; || 


and, in view of the importance of the measures, he || itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| 


Mr. B. concluded by moving the reference of || 


the bill and his proposed substitute to the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 


their printing. 

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired of the gentleman 
from Missouri whether, by his bill, he intended 
any present relief for the accumulation of business 
now on the docket of the Supreme Court, which 
was the main object which he had in view in his 
bill. The business of that court was now greatly 
in arrears, and would go on accumulating in a ge- 
ometrical ratio for some years to come, unless 
some immediate relief were provided. He did not 
understand that there was any provision in the 
gentleman’s substitute for the present relief of the 
Supreme Court in the accumulation of business. 
He would ,cheerfully acquiesce in having the gen- 
tleman’s alteration printed and brought forward for 
consideration; but * should certainly object to its 
being referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for which there was no 
reason, as it contained no appropriation. He 
therefore hoped it would be made the special order 
of the day for a day certain, anda day near at hand. 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from 


ONAL GLOBE. 





But Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, and others ob- 
ected, 

Mr. ASHMUN said the bill was of the utmost 
importance; and referring it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was equiva- 
lent to rejecting it. If it was to be passed at all, 
it ought to be passed now, or speedily; and if the 
gentleman from Missouri‘and otber gentlemen hav- 


| ing different views as to the form in which it should 
| be passed, would consent to make it the special 


order of the day, there could be no objection. Let. 
the gentleman’s proposition be printed, and let the 
whole matter come up soon. 

The question being firston Mr. Bow.1n’s mo- 


|, tion to refer, it was taken, and decided in the nega- 


| tive. 


” 
Mr. BOWLIN then moved his substitute as an 


| amendment, and moved the printing of the bill and 


amendment, and the postponement of the subject 
to Monday next. ; 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, he had no objec- 


_ tion to the printing of the substitute, and that both 


the bill and the proposed amendment shou!d be 
subject to reflection and brought up at an early day 


| together. 


The motion being agreed to, the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postponed to Monday next. 


Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 


Read and committed. 
Mr. DIXON, from the same committee, report- 
ed bills for the relief of Susan C. Randall and for 


| the relief of Frangois Cazeau; which bills were 


read and committed, 
Mr. ASHMUN, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred Senate bill entitled “An 


; act to make attachments which are made under 


process issuing from the courts of the United States 


| conform to the laws regulating such attachments in 


( é Sub- || the courts of the States,’’ reported the same with 
stitute contemplates cheap and convenient justice || 


| sundry amendments. 
to the people, at a very moderate expenditure of 


The amendments were read, and severally agreed 
to, and the bill was read a third time, passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred Senate bill for the relief 
of Mr. Capella, administrator of Andrew Capella, 
deceased, and for the relief of John Capo, and for 


| the relief of Elijah Petty and Hannah Petty, his 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
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pone to a day certain, it would take precedence of | 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union. 


wife, heirs of John Beardon, deceased, reported the 
same without amendment. Read and committed. 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 


the Union. Lost. 


Mr. BOWDON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Colonel David Hopkins. Read and 
committed, 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Converse. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port upon the petition of the heirs of Susannah and 
George Stewart. Laid on the table. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, from the Committee on Pri- 


vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Charles Cappel; which was read three times, pass- 
ed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill 
authorizing persons to whom reservations of land 
have been made, under certain Indian treaties, to 
alienate the same in fee, reported the same without 
amendment. 


Aftersome desultory discussion by Messrs. BAR- 


RINGER,CATHCART,CUMMINS, THOMP- 
SON of Indiana, WENTWORTH, and others, 
the bill was read a third time, passed, and returned 


: . : || to the Senate. 
Pennsylvania, that if he made a motion to post- | 


Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 


to which had been referred the joint resolution of 
the Senate for the relief of Betsy McIntosh, re- 


1 « = . 
Mr. INGERSOLL then proposed that it be ! ported the same with an amendment; which was 


made the special order for a certain day, but was || 


informed by the Speaker that the motion would || , ihirg time, passed, and returned to the Senate. 


not be in order, except by general consent. 

Mr. VINTON said it was a very important bill, 
and should be acted on with as little delay as pos- 
sible, as the Supreme Court would adjourn in the 
course of ten or twelve days. 


It was proposed by Mr. Vinton and others to 


make it the special order of the day for next Tues- 


day, by general consent, 


| 


| 


read and agreed to. 


The joint resolution, as amended, was then read 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 


|| the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
i Whole on the State of the Union. Lost. 


| 


| 





Mr. BUCKNER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of Thomas Talbot and others, reported the 
same without amendment, Committed. 
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Mr. MARVIN, from the Committee on Mili- || 


tary Affairs, to which had been referred Senate 
bill for the relief of Charles L. Dell, reported the 
same without amendment. Committed. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay 
and emoluments of the professors in the Naval 
School and in the National Observatory. Read 
and committed. 

Mr. STANTON, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred Senate bill to enable the 
accounting officers of the treasury to audit and 
settle the accounts of certain acting officers therein 
mentioned, reported the same back to the House 
with amendments. 
committed, 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port on the petition of Uriah Brown, Laid on 
the table. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


olutionary Pensions, reported bills for the relief of 
H. Carrimgton, executor of Paulina Le Grand, de- 
ceased; and for the relief of Auna Griffin. Read 


| and committed, 


The bill and amendments were 


Mr. BAYLY, from the same committee, report- | 


ed bills for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, 


and for the relief of Andrew C. Armstrong; which 


bills were severally read and ‘committed. 


Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, report- | 
’ ’ I 


ed a bill for the relief of Captain John Percival. 
Read and committed. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, from the | 


Committee on the Territories, reported the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the accompanying report of Lieutenant 
Neil M. Howison, of the United States navy, to the com 
mander of the Pacific squadron, being the result of an ex- 
amination in the year 1846 of the coasts, harbors, rivers, 
soil, productions, climate, and population of the Territory 
of Oregon, be printed for the use of the House. 

Resolved, That ten thousand exura copies of the same be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. CONGER, the motion to 
print an extra number was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

The first resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, to which was referred the reso- 
lution of the House of January 17, instructing them 


Aiso, from the same committee, adverse reports 
on the peutions of John Morrison and Elizabeth 
Pool, deceased. Luid on the table. 

Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Tabitha ‘l'em- 
ple, of Clarinda Mix, ot Agney Clark, and of Jane 
Lynn. Laid on the table. 

Mr. DONNELL, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Mary M. Foot, 
of Lucy Wright, and of Elizabeth Martin. Laid 
on the table. 


Mr. 8. LAWRENCE, from the same commit- 


tee, reported a bill for the relief of John Morrison, 


| and a bill granting a pension to Ruth Hallenbeck; 


which bills were severally read and committed. 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petiuon of John 
Gorman. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, to which had been referred Senate bill 
to extend the provisions of existing pension laws 
to enlisted men of the ordnance corps of the United 
Stutes army, reported the same. Committed. 

Also, from the same conmuittee, reported bills 


for the relief of William Butler, and for the relief 


of Artemas Conant; which bills were séverally 
read aud committed, 


Mr. W. ‘Il’. LAWRENCE, from the same com- | 


mittee, reported bills for the relief of Jesse Wash- 
ington Jackson; for the relief of Samuel Gray; for 


the relief of James Fugate; and for the relief of || 


Lizur Bb. Canfield; which bills were severally read 
and committed, 


Also, from the same committee, made adverse | 


reports upon the petitions of Aquila Goodwin, of 


Alexander McDonald, and of Alexander McEwen. 
Laid on the table. 
Mr. ECKERT, from the same committee, re- 


| ported a bill for the relief of Richard Reynolds. 


to inquire into the expediency of granting to widows || 


who were married to revolutionary officers or sol- 
diers prior to 1812 all the benefits of the acts passed 
for the benefit of those widows married prior to 
1794, made a report thereon, accompanie 
following resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union: 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient to extend the pension 
fysiem to such widows of the officers and soldiers of the 


by the | 


Revolution as were married subsequent to the lst day of || 


Junuary, 1794. 


Mr. COCKE also reported the following resolu- | 


tion: 

Resolved, That a resolution which passed this House ona 
former day of the present session of Congress, requiring the 
Commissioner of Pensions to deliver to the nembers of this 
House the original papers in any case pending in his office, 
upon giving a receipt tor the same, be and the same is here- 
by rescinded. 


Mr. COCKE, by general consent, introduced a |, 


bill, of which previous notice had been given, re- 
pealing so much of the first section of an act enti- 
tled ** An act supplemental to an act entitled ‘An 
act providing for the prosecution of the existing 


war between the United States and the Republic of | 





Mexico,’ and for other purposes,’’ approved > 
States, when the war with Mexico shall be termi- 
nated by a definitive treaty of peace, to select from 
the brigadier and major generals then in service the 
number to be retained, without regard to the date 
of their commissions. Read and referred. 


Mr. CUMMINS, from the Committee on Rev- | 


olutionary Pensions, made adverse a on the 
petitions of the widow of Jonathan 


the widow of William Wright; of Hannah Weight- 


man, formerly widow of John Hart; and Sarah | 


Miles, widow of Wm. Miles. Laid on the table. 
Mr. 8S. LAWRENCES from the same commit- 


eightman; | 


Mr. WILEY, from the same committee, report- 
ed bills for the relief of John Hibbert; for the relief 


of Daniel H. Warren; for the relief of John Camp- || 


bell; and for the relief of Nathaniel Shiflet; which 
bills were severally read and committed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported bills for the relief of Lewis 
Hastings, and for the relief of Skelton Felton; 
which bills were severally read and committed. 

Mr. KENNON, from the Committee of Ac- 
counts, made an adverse report upon the resolution 
of the House relative to extra compensation to 
John Leg. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported a bill for the relief of Elisha H. 
Holmes. Read and committed. 


ADDITIONAL EXAMINERS OF PATENTS. 


Mr. FARRELLY reported Senate bill, to pro- 
vide additional examiners in the Patent Office, 
which had been referred to the Committee on Pa- 
tents, with amendments. 

Mr. FARRELLY, in explanation of the bill, 
repeated what he had stated when the bill was 


; | before under consideration, that the business of 
1846, as authorizes the President of the United | 


the Patent Office was some eight months in arrear, 
and that there was a pressing necessity for the 
passage of the bill. : 

He explained the several amendments which 


| the Committee on Patents proposed. 


in reference to the principal one, he said the bill 
proposed to fix the salary of the principal exami- 
ner at $2,500, and of the assistant examiners at 


$1,500. The office of principal examiner was one || 


which required scientific attainments, and partook 
of the nature of a judicial office. It was the duty 


| of the examiner to decide upon the various appli- 


tee, made an adverse report on the petition of Sam- | 


uel Hutchinson. Laid on the table. 

Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE also, on behalf of the mi- 
nority of the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, asked leave to introduce a bill. 

The question being on granting leave, a discus- 
sion arose, in which Messrs. HOLMES, of South 


Carolina, RHETT,C.J.INGERSOLL,S. LAW- | 


RENCE, COCKE, and others participated. 
Before the question was put, Mr. S. LAW- 
RENCE withdrew his application for leave to in- 
troduce a bill. 
Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on Rev- 


| eations made for 


} 


| were no charge on the treasury. 


tents. Compared with the 
salaries of other scientific officers of a like grade, 
$2,500 was a small salary. The expenses of the 
office were paid entirely out ogg * tase fund, and 

he petitioners— 
the inventors—asked that the selarv of the princi- 
pal examiner should be made $3,000; but the com- 


mittee, with a view of economizing as far as pos- 


sible, fixed it at $2,500. 
The amendments of the Committee on Patents 


were read and agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 


| the bill by reducing the amount of salaries as pro- 
' vided by the bill from $2,500 to $2,000. 


Feb. 29, 
oo 
Mr. J. briefly advocated his amendment. Th 
reduction which he proposed might seem like : 
very small sum; yet now, with an empty treasy : 

| with a war on our hands, and while we ea, 
| obliged to borrow money, was no time to INCreage 
| salaries. It had been stated, when the subject was 
| before under consideration, as an argument for the 
| increase of these salaries, that there was q large 
|| patent fund on hand, and that the expenses of the 
| office were paid out of it. He had at that time 
| questioned the fact; and it now appeared that jt 
| was not so; that instead, the office was, in fact, jp 
debt hundreds of thousands of dollars. He say 
no necessity for this increase of salary; he thought 
| competent men could be obtained to perform these 











| duties for the compensation he proposed; and t 
| should economize in every proper way the 
| penses of the Government. 
Mr. TOOMBS concurred in the view of Mr. 
1 Jounson, and wished the gentleman would carr 
|| his amendment further, and bring down the salary 
to the present salary, $1,500. He held it was 
totally unnecessary to pay a salary of $2,500 to 
|| these examiners. It was as much as the judges 
and the most important and honorable State of. 
cers received. The services of an examiner had 
| always been obtained for $1,500. The increase 
proposed was an unnecessary and profligate ex. 
penditure of the public money, and he wished the 
| attention of Congress could be brought to it. This 
was no time for the increase of salaries, when the 
Government was in want of all the revenues it 
| could raise, and vastly more. 
| As to the justification which had been brought 
| forward, that there was a patent fund out of which 
| these salaries and other expenses were paid, 80 as 
|| not to become a charge upon the treasury, it was 
| all ideal: the department was indebted to the Gov- 
|| ernment hundreds of thousands of dollars, To be 
sure, a fund copld be kept on hand by the Gov- 
ernment paying all the expenses of the office, and 
|| its retaining all its receipts. But, in fact, the office 
was largely in debt, and these salaries were paid 
out of the public treasury, and he held that they 
were sufficient. 
| Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, obtained the floor; 
| but yielded, to give 

Mr. A. JOHNSON an opportunity to modify 
his amendment, in compliance with the suggestion 
of Mr. Toomss. He reduced the salary, as pro- 
| posed by it, to $1,500. 

Mr. KING, resuming the floor, opposed the 
amendment, and advocated the bill as presented 
by the committee. There was on hand, he said, 
a large reserved patent fund, which had resulted 
from the payments by inventors; and every man 
who contributed to this fund was entitled to speedy 
justice, in having his application for a patent 
passed upon without unreasonable delay. At the 
| time when this salary of $1,500 was fixed by law, 
| there were something like seven hundred and fifty 
cases presented annually; now there were more 
than fifteen hundred; so that, if two examiners 
| were necessary then, four were equally necessary 
|| now. But the business of the office had accumu- 
| lated in greater proportion than the increase of the 
| number of cases. 
|, The duties of the examiner of the Patent Office 
| were much more important, and required a greater 
amount of experience and scientific attainments for 
| their proper discharge, than those of any clerkship 

under the Government. aaa might compare 
favorably with the duties of the judges of our 
highest courts. There was not in any department 
of the Government an officer of whom so much 
was required, nor who was so poorly paid. He 
mentioned the assistants of the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, and the officers employed in the 
United States Mint, as. officers receiving much 
larger salaries, but whose duties were far less 
| arduous and important. . 
| The very money paid to the examiners of the 
| Patent Office was faced there by the inventors, 


hey 
ex- 
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who came and asked their applications to be ex- 
amined, who asked speedy justice, and who should 
not be obliged to wait eight or ten months before 
their case could be reached. The officers placed there 
should be competent men, and salaries adequate (0 
rocure the services of such men should be paid. 
Was it not within the knowl of this House 

| that the a examiner had left a — 
i ies were not congenia i ’ 
because his duties gen ae 


but because he was so poorly paid; of 


| now receiving, in a neighboring city, & 
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